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Editor’s Letter

W
E CHOSE THE title to not only mirror 

our school motto ‘As One that Serveth’, 

but also to reflect the evolving nature of 

our community. Our mission is to keep 

reaching out and engaging with as many 

alumni as possible. It has been wonderful to see our community 

growing over recent years, and we hope to continue finding 

ways to involve you all in school life.

This year has been one of new starts and endings at school. 

With the country learning to live with Covid, the academic 

year burst into action, quickly returning to a full timetable 

of lessons, events and public exams, with all the trimmings of 

extracurricular activities thrown in. Covid continued to spoil 

the menu at times, but staff and pupils persevered: ‘Keep Calm 

and Carry On’!

Alumni activity has thankfully returned too. In May we hosted 

our first reunion since the pandemic, inviting the Classes of 

2010, 2011 and 2012 back to celebrate 10+ years of leaving 

GHS (page 20).

In July, I had the enormous pleasure of seeing some of you at 

a surprise ‘This is Your Life’ event to celebrate my retirement. 

It was an evening I will always remember; I was blown away 

by the kindness of everyone who came and/or contributed. 

Thank you so much! I have felt extremely lucky and privileged 

to have led the PE department at GHS, enjoying a wonderfully 

successful and fulfilling career. However, in recent years the 

door has been closing on my ability to carry out the role with 

the necessary energy and stamina the subject demands. When I 

began working on the Alumni team, a window of opportunity 

opened which allowed me to start taking the enormous step 

away from a job that has meant so much to me, but without 

leaving GHS completely. I am now genuinely looking forward 

to continuing my alumni role.

Further changes are afoot in our team too. Wendy Bengoechea’s 

arrival earlier this year has been an exciting move forward for us. 

After 25 years at GHS, as Head of Year 7 and Head of Design 

and Technology, her extensive knowledge and long memory of 

alumni are proving invaluable. Gemma Kent is also doing more 

to help, providing us with admin support from within school. 

She is often your first point of contact, answering emails and 

managing our database.  

My sincere thanks go to all those who have contributed to the 

production of this magazine. Katie Hook and Megan Williams 

shared their vision and expertise in the new design, whilst 

alumna Kerry Whistlecroft (artist of our GHS watercolour 

design above) took up the mantle in the closing stages, bringing 

her wealth of professional experience, know-how and proficiency 

to the final, quality product.  

On that note, enjoy the read, and I’ll leave you with one  

final thought: “Every story has an end, but in life, every end is a 

new beginning.” 

With best wishes from us all on the Alumni team,

Louise Stone
ALUMNI LIAISON OFFICER

Keep in touch
Our alumni are incredibly important to us. We are here to keep the GHS Alumni Community up to date 

with the latest news, and to engage you with benefits, events, reunions and volunteering opportunities.

We would love to know where you are and what you are doing. Whether you have taken a new direction 
at work, gone abroad on an adventure, got married or had children, your news and photos will be warmly 
received for inclusion in the next magazine. Charity events, invitations and obituaries can also be included 

in the news section on the website. Here's how you can get involved.

Your news and photos should be sent to: alumni@guildfordhigh.co.uk

Remember to let us know if you move on in your personal or professional life – we would really like to stay 
in touch with you. Keep your details up to date via our website: www.guildfordhigh.co.uk/alumni

WEBSITE:
ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI 

MAGAZINE

REUNIONS & 
EVENTS

NETWORKING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Welcome to our new-look  

Alumni magazine, ‘As One’.
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Let us raise a glass to the Class of 2022:  

Mrs Boulton’s aptly named ‘bubble year group’.

2 22

T
HIS YEAR’S LEAVERS have had a journey like no other. In the 

past two years they have been bubbled so tightly, experiencing 

Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) instead of GCSEs, two major 

lock downs and then this year, a year in which we have emerged, 

blinking into the sunlight, they have been able to take their final 

exams in the Main Hall.

Age-old GHS traditions have resurfaced this year too. Ahead of 

their exams, Upper Sixth students were able to celebrate their school sports careers at 

the annual Sports Awards in April, where this year we had the pleasure of welcoming 

Judy Murray OBE as our guest speaker. Dressed head to toe in red, white and blue, 

honouring the theme of the Commonwealth Games, Judy began her talk by engaging 

the audience with an interactive quiz about her two sons, Jamie and Andy. She 

progressed to explain her journey with them into their professional careers, touching 

on both the successes and obstacles they faced along the way. Her clear passion in 

encouraging girls to participate in sport was evident throughout her speech. It was 

inspiring to hear about the actions she has taken to tackle stereotypes and empower 

both women and young girls. 

Another special moment of the evening was the tribute made to our Executive Director 

of Sport, Louise Stone, who has been a focal part of all sporting excellence at GHS for 

25 years. Her contribution to GHS sport has enabled us to receive the title of “Top 

Independent Girls’ School for Sport” from School Sports Magazine for eight years in 

a row.

Rounding off the evening with the awards ceremony, pupils were recognised for 

individual attainment and dedication to all areas of school sport. Awards were 

presented for a wide variety of sports, and celebrated individual qualities including 

positive attitudes, resilience and enthusiasm. We are delighted that the Stone Award 

for Distinction in Sport has been left in honour of Louise Stone, and the deserving 

recipient this year was Isabel Bull (Head Girl 2021-22). u

 'THE BUBBLE YEAR GROUP'

CLASS OF
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Early May saw the Leavers’ Breakfast, 

and another newer GHS tradition in the 

signing and fitting of the ceiling tile; this 

year a beautifully illustrated champagne 

bottle with the cork popping and the 

bubbles exploding out (as seen on the 

previous page). It is with excitement for 

the next chapter, sadness to be saying 

goodbye and nostalgia over the memories 

that we welcomed the Class of 2022 to 

become the next cohort of our alumni 

with the reminder that GHS will always 

be with them every step of the way.

A night of glitz and glamour topped off 

the celebrations on a late June evening at 

the Leavers’ Ball, giving us a final chance 

to come together to bid farewell to our 

Upper Sixth. Magicians, music and 

plenty of bubbles; we could not think of 

a more fitting way to send them off on 

their many adventures.

Nothing epitomises this year group 

more than these wise words from Mrs 

Boulton's Prizegiving speech.

“There is something so beautiful about 

a bubble, something so vulnerable yet 

strong. When bubbles catch the light, 

they shine with a beautiful, iridescent 

rainbow of colour. They have the 

ability to soar through the sky, but most 

importantly, bubbles bring joy and 

spread happiness and laughter. 

Our Class of 2022 have all had to dig 

deep and show enormous resilience over 

the last couple of years. They are now all 

ready to soar, ready to shine and ready 

to spread joy into the world.

Do not ever let anyone pop your bubble, 

and in turn do not go around popping 

others’ bubbles. Be kind; kind to yourself 

and kind to others.”

We wish them every success and 

happiness, and many champagne 

popping moments ¢
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fringe

THE CASTS

 DR FAUSTUS (L6) 

Mira Baldwin 

Linnea Barron 

Emily Butter 

Zoe Davies 

Isobel Garner 

Alicia Langley 

Beth Morris 

Esme Thomas 

 

 EVERYMAN (U6) 

Amelia Khalek 

Marlene Lange 

Keya Mahavir 

Willow Munz 

Lauren Price 

Tabitha Rimmer 

The Edinburgh Festival 

T
HEY PERFORMED TWO plays, both re-writes of classic 

texts, ‘Dr Faustus’ (Marlowe) and ‘Everyman’ (Anonymous) by 

Splendid Productions, a theatre company that GHS has a long 

and very close association with. 

Both plays had to fit into the crucial one-hour time frame that 

governs the majority of shows at the Fringe. This necessitated 

intense and frantic rehearsals during the Trinity Term, as well 

as first performances to the school before the break for the summer holidays. The 

two casts and directors then reconvened for final preparation and rehearsals at the 

beginning of August, prior to their departure on Thursday, 4th August from King’s 

Cross, London. 

Both performances started on the Friday, less than 24 hours after they had arrived. 

Their technical/dress rehearsals in the new venue, just off Edinburgh’s Royal Mile, were 

at 11.30pm and 6.30am in the morning before the performance! There were, therefore, 

some very tired sixth formers on the first day and, to add to their acclimatising woes, 

they learned that a professional reviewer was attending their very first performance of 

Dr Faustus! 

However, they needn’t have worried as all seven performances of both plays were 

superb. Our young GHS actresses were, collectively, the epitome of professionalism, 

creativity and collaboration; both on stage and in how they conducted themselves 

during the long days of promoting their shows to the general public and working 

together as theatrical teams. 

As their teachers, we (Mrs Jones, Miss Whiteman and I) could not have been prouder 

of them. It truly was a wonderful, theatrical way to spend a week and a bit of our 

summer holidays! ¢

After a Covid induced 

delay of a year, a 

fabulous group of Lower 

and Upper Sixth drama 

students were able to 

take their biennial trip up 

to the Edinburgh Fringe 

in August.

A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  |  2 0 2 2

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHS  

ASHELY FENTON 
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Dunnit?
We did!

WHO

Y
OU CAN ONLY imagine our delight 

when our first reply came in within days 

of the magazine being published!

Firstly, we wish to reassure you that the 

location of the clock tower’s passageway 

remains as closely guarded a secret as 

ever; in fact, from a practical perspective, 

it ceases to exist at all! With structural development and internal 

renovation to the old school building over time, the doorway to 

the cubby hole that originally led to the clock tower rafters, at 

the back and above old classrooms, has clearly been removed. 

When the clock needs to be checked, the only route the 

caretakers can take now is through a loft hatch situated in the 

present-day staff room.

Interestingly, during previous decades it is likely that there 

were more visitors to the roof space than evidenced by the 

graffiti! Oenone Cordingly (née Goldsmith), for example, who 

attended GHS in the 1930s, found her way in through a storage 

cupboard in the sewing room that had an unlocked door behind 

all the equipment. Undiscovered, she was able to crawl to the 

end of the roof above classrooms, where she could hear voices 

below. Years later, her granddaughters attended the school, but 

had no idea what she had done!

By the 1950s, the sewing room had been relocated and another 

miscreant, Diana Boaler, was able to enlighten us further:

Today, the original main hall is a 

completely modernised Drama Hall. 

At some point, a mezzanine floor 

was installed, destroying the balcony 

overlooking the hall, whilst the 

Science Lab mentioned by Diana was 

incorporated into part of the staff room. 

We can only guess that the cupboard 

she described, which provided her  

route to the clock tower, disappeared or 

was sealed over when these alterations 

were made.

A third account confirmed the existence 

of a CS Lewis ‘The Lion, the Witch and 

the Wardrobe’ style cupboard. Judith 

Ackroyd Pilkington (née Moon), a pupil 

in the 1960s, sent us a detailed and 

amusing account of her exploits. You 

can read Judith's full account on our 

website, but we wanted to share the best 

bits here: u

Unless we receive any further evidence, 

or objections, it looks as if our 

'Whodunnit' case can be adjourned! 

The GHS jury, made up of Iain Hazell, 

our Facilities Manager, and the Alumni 

team feel these three defendants have 

bravely presented their cases and we 

have reached a verdict. We are grateful 

to them for enlightening us about how 

the mystery of the clock tower graffiti, a 

fascinating story of school history dating 

back to 1929, was achieved.

Our final judgement, according to  

our original promise that the statute  

of limitations has expired, is full  

acquittal of any wrongdoing – all  

charges are dismissed! ¢

At the top of the stone stairs on the left was the Art 

Room and, on the right, a wooden staircase leading to 

two classrooms separated by a folding partition. The 

way ahead led onto a balcony overlooking the Main 

Hall, beyond which was the Science Lab and small 

rooms on the left. Alongside the wooden steps was a 

raised cupboard full of theatrical items, known as the 

Acting Cupboard. The floor of this cupboard was about 

2.5 feet above ground level, and without a back to it, it 

led all the way to the clock tower.

I can’t think now why this was considered a great way 

to spend a break time as it was a low and uncomfortable 

crawl over rough rafters just to sit in a forbidden, 

camped space! The gang of four I belonged to included 

two girls with older sisters at the school, so I am sure 

your conjecture about the knowledge being handed 

down was correct. 

I rely on you being right about the statute of limitations 

having expired!

Diana Boaler
CLASS OF 1961

Our architectural discovery began with 

a different adventure. Someone said that 

someone had heard that someone thought 

… that hidden in the roof was a book of 

signatures with dates going back decades. 

Explorers who reached the summit had 

apparently recorded their achievement for 

posterity. The challenge to find out if this 

was true was irresistible.

Anne Brunton and I (with two others) 

believed that the book might be located in 

the attic space above the Junior Library. The 

loft hatch was in the middle of the room so 

getting up there would be tricky. We sized 

up the room and worked out that we could 

slide a filing cabinet under the loft hatch, 

and from there, climb up…

But all for naught. It was too dark to see. Abort location, girls! I was the 

smallest and was left sitting with legs dangling from the hatch while the others 

got down quickly to shove the cabinet into place. I chatted about what I could 

see and how many torches we’d need, when suddenly I realised it had gone 

silent below. Then, “Get that child down!”. To try to alleviate the anger from 

the teacher, we excitedly explained about the book and how we just had to 

find out.

A few days later we were called to the Deputy Head's office. She had asked the 

caretaker to search for the book. She drew open a desk drawer and pulled out 

a loose-sleeved notebook in a plastic cover. She told us what was written in it 

and was inevitably fascinated, too. Feeling guilty that we might have ended 

a great GHS tradition, we asked if it could be replaced for future quests, and 

believe it was.

We found the entrance to the clock tower when we went looking for a new 

hiding place to have our squash and apples at break times. A few steps from 

the Junior Library was a cupboard opposite Mrs Pieser’s Craft Room. The 

door was about a metre square and opened at our waist height. It was dark 

and warm, but rather squashed. Shuffling back as far as I could to give more 

space, I remember realising that the cupboard had no back. Who would not 

have wondered where it went? Bringing torches, we found signatures on the 

rafters. We have no memory of chalking names!

We like to think that rather than being naughty, we were endeavouring to 

keep a good, ancient tradition going for GHS girls past and present!

Judith Ackroyd Pilkington
(NÉE MOON) |  CLASS OF 1977

“

“

When we first included an article about the clock tower 

graffiti in last year's 'Highlights' magazine, we had no idea or 

expectation of the reaction it would receive. 
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FA S H I O N I N G 
YO U R  OW NCareer

C
AROLINE ARTHUR née Reid (Class 

of 1988) can still recall her mother’s 

horrified reaction when she took a job 

as a sales assistant at the Guildford 

branch of Monsoon, shortly after 

graduating from Lancaster University 

in the early 1990s. It was something 

close to “despair”, Caroline recalls with 

a smile. But, some 30 years on – she says it was the best decision 

of her life – one which would lead to a highly successful career 

running her own company in Witley, Surrey, as one of Britain’s 

top luxury bespoke wedding dress designers. 

Caroline understood her mother’s frustration. She started 

a degree course in theatre studies with aspirations to be “a 

supermodel or film star”, to quickly conclude, with refreshing 

honesty, that she “did not have either the talent or drive” to 

succeed. She switched to a degree in Italian, perhaps lured 

by the year studying in Florence, only to come back down to 

earth on graduation with the realisation that a degree in Italian 

opened few doors. 

Taking up the stop-gap job in Monsoon would prove to be a 

life changer for Caroline, and gave her the grounding for what 

would become a brilliant career. 

“I spent a year in Florence which was great; I came back able 

to speak Italian and graduated, but realised I was qualified 

to do absolutely nothing unless I wanted to be a translator or 

interpreter, which I didn’t. So, I came home and went to work 

in Monsoon, much to the dismay of my mother and teachers 

who would frequently come into Monsoon and say ‘Caroline, 

what are you doing here?' 

But I absolutely loved it, it was the best decision ever. It was 

supposed to be a stop-gap, but I ended up working for them for 

10 years, working my way up to become Area Manager. I loved 

working in fashion, loved opening new collections when they 

arrived in store, loved being in a team, and I particularly loved 

working in the fitting rooms and watching what people saw 

when they looked in the mirror. 

We were encouraged to actively help customers, and this is 

probably where I started down the road of being interested in 

bespoke. I always had at the back on my mind that I wanted to 

run my own business, so even though I learnt a lot of business 

skills within Monsoon, my happiest days were in the fitting 

room, on the shop floor, handling clothes and talking to women.”

Having grown up in a family of dressmakers, Caroline was 

certainly not a newcomer to fashion. Summers were spent 

with her mother and sister devouring Vogue magazines for 

inspirational ideas, sewing at a long table and honing her u 

Caroline’s J O U R N E Y J O U R N E Y 

Left GHS and started a degree course in 

Theatre Studies at Lancaster University
1 9 8 81 9 8 8

Switched to a degree in Italian with 

Linguistics, still at Lancaster University
1 9 8 91 9 8 9

Graduated from Lancaster University1 9 9 21 9 92

Took a 'stop-gap' job at the Guildford  

branch of Monsoon
1 9 9 21 9 92

Worked her way through the ranks at 

Monsoon to become Area Manager
1 9 9 2 -1 9 92 -
2 0 0 22 0 0 2

Completed a short course in Couture Bridal 

Wear at the London College of Fashion
2 0 0 22 0 0 2

Set up Caroline Arthur Bridal, her own 

couture wedding dress design business, 

which continues to flourish
2 0 0 22 0 0 2

TEXT WENDY BENGOECHEA | PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF CAROLINE ARTHUR
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stitching skills. Looking back on her school days, Caroline recalls 

that Textiles was not a subject that was taught, or particularly 

encouraged, at GHS in the 1980s. How different to today! 

After her time at Monsoon, Caroline completed a short course 

in Couture Bridalwear at the London College of Fashion, 

transforming her from a home dressmaker into a professional. 

From then, her wedding dress business took off. 

Our chat took place in Caroline’s oak-framed bridal studio, 

kitted out in squidgy cream carpets, white sofas and ethereal 

white muslin at the windows creating an oasis of calm. Stunning 

portraits of her radiant brides hung on the walls. Her first 

sewing machine, a beautiful old-fashioned hand Singer sewing 

machine, took pride of place on the windowsill, overlooking her 

gorgeous leafy green garden. 

Through her experience in the fashion industry, Caroline has 

observed that women have little confidence in their body 

shape and worry about making the right choice. During her 

bridal consultations, Caroline tries to provide a serene, calm, 

environment where her brides can relax and feel safe to verbalise 

what they want. She says: 

“Being able to draw out the creative ideas from a bride is one of 

the pure pleasures of a wedding dress designer. When they look 

at my sketches, they realise they have good taste, and this boosts 

their confidence, and seeing their growing confidence is what 

makes this profession so rewarding. It is the job of a good designer 

to bring out their creativity.” 

Caroline is also passionate about teaching young women core 

business skills. She says: 

“These are imperative if you want to go into a creative field; at 

some point you have to choose between your art and something 

that will pay the bills, or you have to learn to make your art 

into something that will pay your bills, so learning selling skills 

is so important. A creative life can be wonderful and very rich, 

but in order to enjoy it, you have to make money to support that 

creativity … social media is critical in making contacts and 

networking.” 

Her inspiration comes from many sources, but Caroline admires 

modern bridal designers such as Stewart Parvin, Suzanne 

Neville, Sassi Holford, Amanda Wakeley, Claire Pettibone and 

Kate Halfpenny and has always admired the iconic style of 

Grace Kelly. However, she maintains that it is her brides that 

provide her real inspiration and ideas. 

The fashion industry is not immune to the worldwide drive 

for sustainability, and designers including Caroline are acutely 

aware of the impact of their work on the environment. Even a 

natural fibre such as silk has ethical concerns, and polyester uses enormous amounts of 

fossil fuels to produce. Using recycled plastic bottles to make polyester is a huge stride 

forward, and Caroline feels that this needs to be normalised. 

As we have all become aware of the effect of our buying habits on the environment, 

our ‘buy less’ mindset has given momentum to the popular trend in up-cycling. Many 

brides come along with their mother’s or grandmother’s wedding dresses, and Caroline 

always tries to use something from the original dress. It may be the fabric, part of the 

skirt or bodice that needs re-styling, or it may be completely re-worked into one or 

more wearable heirloom pieces. Some of her brides even opt for a plant-based wedding 

dress and use a biodegradable viscose instead of polyester.

It is a rich and fulfilling life, and Caroline has words of advice for would-be designers.

“You don’t need to be a great artist as a designer. You just need the bare bones, just ideas 

and sketches. See where you are happiest, take risks, try ideas out. Whatever you do, just 

keep going, and remember, you can have more than one career in your lifetime. I wish I 

had realised this at school as it would have reduced anxiety. No one really knows what 

they want to do at the age of 18. 

As to the future, I just want to keep spending my days doing what I love, to keep the 

balance between spending time with my young family, and wedding dress designing and 

sewing. I’d love to increase the number of speaking engagements I take on, particularly 

in schools and colleges, where I feel I can have the most influence regarding sustainability 

in fashion and building confidence (particularly for girls and women), to continue 

mentoring aspiring designer dressmakers, and be a resource for creatives wanting to set 

up and run their own businesses.” 

Everyone dreams of making their hobby a way of life, and this is exactly what Caroline 

has achieved. She is obviously passionate about her work and the fast pace of it. Her 

joy, her pleasure and her boundless energy exude from every pore ¢ https://www.carolinearthur.com

https://www.carolinearthur.com
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S
INCE WE LAST heard from her, Jo has undertaken an heroic 

solo swim across the English Channel, raising an incredible 

£15,101.48 for the Sussex Cancer Fund and Roy Castle Lung 

Foundation. During the pandemic these charities provided 

much needed support to the care of her patients, and motivated 

her to do something more to help. 

Jo does not describe herself as a sporty person, but she has 

always loved swimming. Living in Hove, she looks at the Channel every day, and 

uses sea swimming in all weathers to switch off from the stresses of the exhausting, 

emotionally demanding hospital environment. It took over two years to prepare for 

the extraordinary endurance swim from Dover Marina to Cap Gris Nez in France. 

The official distance of 18.1 nautical miles equates to approximately 21 land miles, 

but increases when tides and currents are taken into consideration. Jo’s training was 

hampered by the pandemic, with pools across the nation closing during lock down, 

but unthwarted, Jo continued her regular sea swims.

CHALLENGE
Channel

OF THE

Regular readers of our magazine may remember 

Dr Joanna Stokoe (Class of 1994) from our Frontline 

Workers feature in ‘Highlights’ 2020. As a Consultant 

Clinical Oncologist, Jo specialises in lung cancer at 

Sussex Cancer Centre.

TEXT LOUISE STONE | PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF DR JOANNA STOKOE
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The actual crossing took place on 16 September 2021. A calm neap tide at Samphire 

Hoe Beach, Dover, gave perfect conditions for the 6:20am start. Jo was supported by 

her pilot boat skipper, Andy King, and four crew: two channel swimmer friends, her 

sea swimming buddy, and her brother Rupert. They oversaw her feeds, music and social 

media, as well as cheering her on and sharing important messages via a whiteboard. 

A carbohydrate powder dissolved in a bottle of water (thrown via a long rope) kept 

Jo going throughout the swim, and potted solids, notably banana, flapjack and jelly 

babies, were given every 45 minutes and consumed within a few seconds to prevent 

being dragged off course by currents. A representative from the Channel Swimming 

Association accompanied the crew, observing the strict rules of Channel swimming, 

such as no neoprene or touching of the boat at any time.

The arduous crossing was made more demanding by shipping lanes, jellyfish stings 

and a sore arm around 3-4 hour into the swim needing medication. Several ‘sprints’, 

lasting 2-3 hours, were required to catch tides for which a support swimmer was 

allowed for no more than an hour, but they could not pace or swim in front of her. 

When darkness fell, a bright moon and well-lit pilot boat guided her through the final 

stages of the challenge, which was jeopardised by increasing winds and the swell of 

the tide and current pulling her towards Calais. A huge effort from everyone involved 

urged Jo to the finish; she was almost taken by surprise to find sand beneath her hands 

after the surf helped to push her over the reef to the shallow shoreline of Sangatte, the 

most northerly point she could make her landing. Getting out of the water unaided 

proved a final hurdle. Jo had to dig deep to overcome jelly legs and several falls due 

to complete exhaustion. 

15 hours and 29 minutes after she set off, she had achieved her Channel challenge! 

Throughout the whole journey, she was spurred on by the support she received from 

her family, friends, patients and colleagues, and all others who had donated generously 

to her worthy causes ¢
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ReunionCLASS OF 2010, 2011 & 2012

There are occasions when work doesn’t feel like work, 

and May’s Reunion for the Classes of 2010, 2011 and 

2012, was definitely one of these! 

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHS LOUISE STONE

T
HE SUN WAS shining and the Sports Centre balcony provided 

the perfect setting for a lunchtime get-together with old friends. 

The pandemic may have delayed this 10-year milestone for two 

of these year groups, but organisation of the event proved worthy 

of the wait.

It was impossible to count how many times we heard phrases like 

‘I can’t believe it’s 10 years since we left!’, ‘Where has time gone?’ 

and ‘You look exactly the same!’. It was also amazing to realise how quickly decade old 

memories can flood back, with just a simple nudge of ‘Do you remember when…?’.

As well as seeing the girls, it was a delight to welcome back a couple of former members 

of staff: Judy Dubery (Deputy Head of Junior School) and Gina Stead (Bursar) who had 

their own amusing stories to tell. The intermingling of older and younger generations 

was as effortless as the chatter and laughter that ensued. A group of current staff also 

kindly supported the Alumni team by coming to see pupils they fondly remembered 

teaching over 10 years ago. The eclectic range of careers and experiences amongst them 

was extraordinary and incredibly impressive. 

 
After lunch, the girls enjoyed their self-guided tours around the main school buildings 

revisiting familiar old classrooms, labs and cloakrooms. There was often entertaining 

confusion in newer areas – where recent development has changed the configuration 

or layout of older parts – but it never took long to work out how the place looked and 

felt when they were at school. They certainly seemed impressed by the new facilities 

and opportunities on offer for the students of today.

As cheery goodbyes were said to all three-year groups on the front steps, there  

was nothing but positivity about how the day had been. It was wonderful to have 

shared their joy in travelling down memory lane to a place they clearly regarded  

as rooted in their soul, but from where they have since flown and grown beyond 

measure into charming, successful women, able to make an impact on the next decade 

of their lives ¢

“Always remember 

your roots; they are the 

foundation of your life and 

the wings of your future.
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T
HE PLANT BECAME infamous across the world in 1986 after it 

exploded, causing the worst nuclear disaster in history. And what I was 

hearing about it now was terrifying. 

On the first day of the invasion of Ukraine, Russia captured Chernobyl 

and the surrounding exclusion zone, a 20-square kilometre area 

abandoned after the accident, which is still one of the most radioactive places on earth. 

Today, although the power plant is no longer active, vital work goes on to protect the 

destroyed reactor and keep radioactive waste secure.

However, on that first day of the war, the Russian army took hostage more than 

200 plant workers and guards. For weeks, apart from reports of spiking radiation 

levels, the international community had no knowledge of what was happening  

at Chernobyl. 

 

After four weeks of occupation, here I was speaking to a top manager at Chernobyl 

after the Russians permitted half of the workers to return to their nearby homes. His 

name was Mykola Pobiedin, Head of the Radioactive Waste Processing Workshop, who 

had worked as a liquidator after the 1986 disaster. He told me of a dire safety situation 

where exhausted staff were forced to work 24-hour shifts, where tanks encircled the 

plant and troops patrolled with machine guns. Most worryingly, he suggested that 

the nuclear workers who undertook highly complex and vital work could – exhausted 

after so little sleep and enduring a hostage situation – make a mistake that would 

lead to another nuclear accident. Halfway through our discussion, the sirens went off, 

warning of incoming Russian bombardment, and he had to go down to the bomb 

shelter. Just imagine going from a month-long hostage situation to being bombed right 

after you were finally released. 

Investigating and reporting such an important story is one of the many incredible 

things I've been able to do working as Assistant News Editor at the i Newspaper. Since 

the war broke out, I’ve worked on some amazing stories, including pieces on President 

Putin's military and political mistakes, the backlash to Russian cultural works, and the 

atrocities committed against Ukrainian civilians – particularly women and girls. And 

of course, plenty more about the nuclear threat in Ukraine. 

Before the war, when Western countries were warning of an imminent invasion, I had 

a hunch that – were Russia to invade – Ukraine's nuclear facilities would be on the 

front lines. So, I decided to investigate. I contacted Ukrainian nuclear scientists and 

the country’s state nuclear regulator to ask what they thought. What they told me was 

shocking. One nuclear safety expert said that in the worst-case scenario, were Russia 

to launch a direct military attack on the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in south 

Ukraine, the largest in Europe, and destroy it “the consequences would be so much 

worse than at Fukushima [nuclear meltdown in Japan, 2011) and Chernobyl together” 

and that not only Ukraine, but all of Europe would be contaminated by radiation.

Of course, in the newsroom, we were concerned about the implications of publishing 

such claims and reluctant to scaremonger over something that experts were saying was 

so unlikely. The idea of a state army directly attacking a nuclear power plant was u 

J O U R N A L I S M  D U R I N G  T H E

Ukraine Crisis

What I was hearing  

down the phone was 

chilling. I was speaking to 

one of the senior officials 

at the Chernobyl nuclear 

power plant. 

TEXT ISABELLA BENGOECHEA,  

CLASS OF 2009
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near-inconceivable, especially considering Russia neighbours 

Ukraine, and any radiation would affect it too. Such an 

outrageous action would be the height of foolishness and 

recklessness. However, experts were warning that we were in an 

incredibly dangerous situation. People needed to know.

We published the story on Thursday 24 of February. That day, 

Russia invaded Ukraine and attacked the Chernobyl nuclear 

power plant. Days later, they attacked Zaporizhzhia, and a 

missile landed near one of the reactors. The Russian army then 

pressed on in the direction of the nearby South Ukraine nuclear 

plant. Perhaps our warnings were not so far-fetched.

Working on stories such as these are just one part of what I do 

as a news editor. We have a team of editors on the news desk 

who decide which stories we cover every day, what we want 

to investigate, and how we do it. The job is full-on, intense, 

non-stop but exciting. And the best thing about it is knowing 

that what we publish is important. These are stories people need 

to know and we are ensuring they’re reported in a way that is 

responsible, non-partisan and considered. 

Right now, journalism is more important than ever. You only 

have to look around the world – where journalists are being 

tortured, imprisoned or killed for doing their job, reporting 

what the powerful do not want the world to know – to see just 

how much is at stake. We take too much for granted in the 

West. A free Press is one of the foundation stones of democracy. 

Without it, ignorance runs rampant. Look at Russia, which has 

banned anyone from questioning the official government line 

and where hysterical Kremlin-controlled propaganda shovels 

the public a diet of incessant, false, vitriolic lies. This is the 

outcome of a lack of an independent media in Russia or any 

country in the world.

 

My first ‘proper’ job was in journalism. Before I moved to the i 

Newspaper, I worked as a Senior Sub-editor at The Times and 

The Sunday Times for six years on the news and foreign news 

“The job is full-on, intense, non-stop but exciting. 

And the best thing about it is knowing that what we 

publish is important. 

desks, having secured a place on its sub-editing graduate scheme 

following some months as a freelance reporter and sub-editor. It 

was a varied role at The Times but focused heavily on the more 

intricate details: editing or rewriting stories, writing headlines, 

fact-checking, ensuring spelling and grammar were perfect.

 
I received my journalism qualification from the Press Association, 

the UK’s national news agency, where I learnt the necessary skills 

including reporting, media law, local government, and shorthand. 

Before that I read for my Master's in English literature (1830 to 

1914) at Trinity College, Oxford after gaining a First in English 

Literature from Durham University. At university I had always 

thought I would go into academia in the hope I might spend 

the rest of my life reading poetry and novels in some glorious 

wood-panelled library! However, as much as I enjoyed studying 

for my Master’s, I also found it incredibly solitary. It was during 

that period at Trinity that I realised I needed to be in the thick 

of things, where the world was happening. And what better way 

to be a part of it all than being a journalist? ¢
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JULIE SHOPLAND

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

T
HE FOLLOWING SUMMER always 

seems so far away and yet, incredibly, it 

arrives far too fast! How did we already 

get through Christmas, Easter, and all 

the annual sports tournaments, plays, 

concerts and exams? 

When I made my decision to retire in 

October, I had no idea how quickly my final year would pass. 

After 25 years, GHS is so much a part of me and I don’t think I 

will ever fully leave! I have worn the crest on my PE kit so much 

that the motto, ‘As One that Serveth’, now feels etched on my 

soul, and my department feels more like a family than colleagues. 

I am not alone in being a long-serving member of staff. GHS 

has a wonderful gift of retaining its loyal subjects, with some 

often returning for more after they’ve left. Our Executive 

Head, Mrs Fiona Boulton, is a prime example of steadfast 

dedication having led the school since 2002, after joining 

seven years previously. She initially arrived as a part-time 

member of the Biology department, before being promoted to 

Deputy Head and then Acting Head when Susan Singer took 

Sabbatical leave. When Mrs Singer retired a year later, Fiona 

was appointed Head. It is also significant that two Deputy 

Heads (Karen Laurie and Will Saunders), three Heads of Year 

(Catherine Gilmore, Katrina Sloan and Sarah Glyn-Davies) 

and several other senior members of staff (Jane Boyd, Ashley 

Fenton, Róisín Watters and Sarah Arola) are all long serving, 

having been at GHS for longer than 15 years each. This gives 

the school a very reassuring stability, with forward-thinking, 

dynamic development at its core.

So, what is it that binds and holds us at GHS? For me, it has 

been an institution of friendship and professionalism, aspiration 

and inspiration, happiness and reward, all in equal measure. I 

have treasured the opportunity to teach highly intelligent and 

talented girls, whilst working alongside the most amazing 

staff, particularly my wonderful PE department. I also feel 

incredibly lucky to have been supported by a visionary Head 

and enthusiastic Senior Management team.

I started at GHS at the age of 36, a young wife, mother and 

teacher searching for the next meaningful step in my working 

life. Having graduated as a PE teacher in 1984, my first job was 

at St. Helen’s School, Northwood, where I spent four happy 

years, pursuing my lacrosse playing ambitions in all my spare 

time. I then got married and followed the flag as an Army wife, 

working for the next eight years as a supply teacher, including 

temporary contracts in Germany and the UK, as well as a period 

of sports centre management in the USA. When I applied for 

the post as Head of PE at Guildford, I craved stability, but at 

that time I couldn’t dream of being in the same place for longer 

than four years. If only I’d had a crystal ball!

I planned to be a PE teacher from the age of 13 and have never 

once regretted my career choice, despite all the long, cold days 

on a soggy lacrosse pitch! I’ve always advised my teacher trainees: 

“if you can’t walk onto a wet, windy field with a spring in your 

step and a smile on your face, then you’re in the wrong job”. For 

me, that’s the point; GHS has never just been a vocation, it’s 

been a way of life, and a privilege from which I have taken more 

than I have given. I have loved it to the full and feel indebted to 

everyone who has played their part in it.

I decided to ask a few other long-serving colleagues some 

questions about their paths to GHS, and what has kept them 

teaching here for so long.

LS

Our lives
AT  G H SAT  G H S

Every September, we start back for an exciting term 

of a new academic year, but with genuine sadness of 

leaving the warm, sunny holiday season behind us.

TEXT LOUISE STONE

Current and former long-serving staff at the Class of 2010, 2011 & 2012 Reunion in May.

Sharon became a teacher straight out 

of university. She regretted not taking 

a Gap Year, so in her mid-late 20’s she 

took several! These included development 

work in Tanzania and Uganda, as well as Land 

Agency work for the National Trust in the UK, a marketing 

job and some youth work. When she took on the job at GHS 

in 2009, she decided to downsize and live close to the town 

centre so she could walk to work and easily see friends. Part of 

her reasoning for this move was to be part of climate change 

solutions, but she also feels it has been transformational to her 

lifestyle; she has loved freeing up her time from being stuck in 

traffic on the daily commute, whilst being on the doorstep of 

so many areas of natural beauty. Sharon is a keen mountain-

biker and enjoys a lot of walking and nature-watching, as well 

as reading and cooking when at home. When asked why she has 

been at GHS for a long time, she said: 

"GHS is a special place – the atmosphere of fun, learning, 

creativity, enterprise and achievement created by students and 

staff is unique."

Julie also became a teacher straight 

out of university, but had a number of 

interesting summer holiday jobs before 

this including working in a sweet shop, for 

the Ministry of Defence and in a reprographics 

shop. Julie arrived at GHS in 1998 and enjoys sharing her passion 

for Religious Studies with wonderful, enthusiastic pupils. She 

also appreciates the camaraderie of the staffroom, the friendly 

support staff and the great caretakers who are always willing to 

share a laugh. She moved nearer to GHS after getting bored 

with driving up and down the A3, and the convenience of living 

in Guildford, near lovely shops and beautiful areas for walking, 

really suits her. It also makes it easier for school evening events 

and ‘walk to school days’, particularly now that her daughter, 

Katie, is a pupil here. 

SHARON HOWITT

SUSTAINABILITY LEAD

““The girls are just a delight to 

teach, and I would not want to be 

anywhere else.
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Liz never thought of being a teacher but had carried out 

a lot of volunteer work with children at university. While 

applying to be a mathematician for British Steel and answering 

the question “What gives you most satisfaction?” she had an 

epiphany moment. She realised her response was “to teach a child to 

achieve something”, so the form was ripped up and thrown in the bin! As it was too 

late to apply for most PGCE courses, she worked as a learning support assistant for 

one year, which confirmed teaching was the right career for her, and 30 years later, she’s 

still at it! Outside school, Liz enjoys music, and most alumni will fondly remember 

her participating in school concerts as a member of the orchestra. Liz says that the 

atmosphere and people at GHS are what makes it so special. She loves working with 

young people who are equally keen and enthusiastic about maths, as well as having the 

opportunity to play music with great musicians. 

“Watching students mature into young adults is such a pleasure when you have been in 

school for a while, and I get the double hit of seeing them develop both mathematically 

and musically.”

L I Z  M U L G R E W

MATHEMATICS

““There really is something 

very special about the GHS 

community and being  

a part of that makes me 

very proud …

GHS has been Martin’s only employer since leaving 
university in 2006, and he’s aiming to beat all 

previous records for the number of years’ service! He 
says his hobbies include playing and watching football, 

listening to and playing music, being creative in increasingly 
nerdy ways, and spending time with his family. He has lived in Guildford 
for most of his life as he grew up here, but he has also lived in a couple of 
other areas in Surrey. Three main factors keep him at GHS: 

“The pupils, the colleagues and the maths!”

MARTIN HOLTHAM

MATHEMATICS

AMANDA WHYBRO

PE /  WELLBEING

Amanda did the 4-year BEd Hons 

degree at Chichester, before starting 

her teaching career at a large, mixed, 

comprehensive school in Sutton. She 

joined the GHS PE department a few years 

later, in 2005. Amanda remembers her interview day at GHS 

with absolute clarity, it being the only time in her career when 

she wholeheartedly wanted the job as she felt so excited by the 

pupils, staff, school and learning environment. Despite the many 

years here, she still has moments in assemblies, productions, 

concerts and on the netball court when she feels goosebumps 

about how incredible it is to work here. 

“There really is something very special about the GHS 

community and being a part of that makes me very proud, and 

is probably what has kept me here for so long! I am also very 

lucky to have had various opportunities within the school to 

keep my experience varied, and I still find myself learning and 

finding ways to do things better, which I find both motivating 

and inspiring.”

ANN MINEAR

HISTORY

Ann describes her journey into teaching as fairly straight forward. When doing her O Levels, her History 

teacher inspired her to think about passing on her love of the subject. After university, she completed 

her PGCE and started her teaching career at a school in Evesham, Worcestershire. Here, she had another 

inspirational influence in her Head of Department, who taught her how to teach and encourage pupils to 

make the most of their skills. Ann says she loves teaching at Guildford High and as a result has taught here “for 

many, many years” (she arrived in 1995)! 

“The girls are just a delight to teach, and I would not want to be anywhere else. Although I live about 45 minutes from school, I enjoy 

the time spent listening to Radio 4 in the mornings and unwinding on the journey home.”

Amanda Whybro with Louise Stone



3130

A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  |  2 0 2 2A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E  |  2 0 2 2

TheBest
of theBest

GHS aims to be the best 

of the best in all areas of 

school life. In sport, the 

lacrosse teams, alongside 

those in swimming, 

netball, and athletics 

have contributed a great 

deal to the school’s 

overall success, helping 

GHS hold the title of the 

top girls’ school for sport 

for nearly a decade.

TEXT LOUISE STONE 
PHOTOGRAPHS EMMA ADAMS & 

HEATHER MACRAE

P
ROMPTED BY THE success of GHS alumni participating in the 

recent 2022 Women’s World Lacrosse Championship, and against the 

backdrop of cultural conversation concerning women in sport, I was 

keen to ask how and why these alumni thrive in their quest to be the 

best they can be.

Emma Adams, Class of 2014, and Laura McHale, Head of Sport 

Performance in the PE department at GHS, share a unique bond. Both have played 

and captained their country at the highest level, with ambitions of going for gold at 

two consecutive Women’s World Lacrosse Cups. Emma is probably the most successful 

lacrosse player GHS has ever produced, whilst Laura’s lacrosse career is unprecedented; 

she is arguably one of the finest international players in the history of the modern game. 

GHS is truly honoured and privileged to have Laura coaching the next generation of 

alumni, whilst Emma is a fantastic role model, inspiring all future GHS superstars to 

follow in her wake. 

I can clearly remember Emma as a new little Year 7! She came from a primary school 

with little team sport experience, but raw talent and enthusiasm were clear to see. The 

learning curve to develop her skills was steep, but by the end of her first year, Emma 

was emerging as a most talented all-round athlete and games player in her year group. 

Her only weakness appeared to be a susceptibility to injury, and laughable as it is now, I 

can recall writing in her first report that she would need to ‘toughen up a bit’ to achieve 

her full potential! By the time she left GHS, Emma had proved she was the toughest 

of them all. u Emma Adams
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With outstanding academic results and a Vice-Chancellor’s 

Scholarship for sport, Emma spent her university years at 

Durham and then a gap year coaching lacrosse at Berkhamsted 

School, before joining the Police. Being on the front line was 

an emotionally draining job and Emma had to cope with 

her fair share of harrowing experiences, particularly during 

the pandemic when many people were struggling with their 

mental health. Playing lacrosse provided a release and escape 

from the stresses of her day job. However, juggling her sporting 

ambitions, alongside a career that was restricting her lifestyle, 

became too difficult. She left the force in 2021 to forge a new 

career in PR and is now working for a sports marketing firm 

in Shoreditch. Her work-life balance is much improved, with 

more time for midweek training and freedom to travel and play 

competitively at weekends.

Friendship, camaraderie, ambition and pride have all played a 

part in Emma’s drive to play at the elite level and this summer’s 

World Cup in Canada has been the pinnacle of her achievements 

to date. After winning bronze at the previous World Cup, the 

England squad has continued to improve and become respected 

as one of the toughest teams in the world. For Emma, there was 

a hint of disappointment therefore, that after an exceptionally 

close game against Canada, they only came home with the 

delight of a second bronze medal, (beating Australia in the 

3rd/4th play-off), rather than playing the gold medal match 

against the USA. Her determination for the team to strive for 

an even better result next time is still apparent!

The path to follow this mission, however, comes at a cost and 

the financial burden for amateur athletes like Emma can take its 

toll. Lacrosse receives no funding, so players are expected to pay 

their own way. Costs include a substantial annual subscription 

to the national body and ever-increasing touring expenses for 

international tournaments. Over the years, Emma’s parents 

have often supported her, and she has been forced to rely on 

savings, but some players are not so lucky and have needed to 

make tough decisions about whether they compete or not.

Teaching is often seen as a good career to follow alongside 

the personal pursuit of excellence in sport. Schools enjoy the 

prestige of having elite players as role models and benefit from 

their high-level coaching expertise. Over the years, GHS has 

been very fortunate to have had numerous international players 

and coaches on its staff, holding them in very high regard and 

prioritising their support. 

Last year, four GHS staff members were training for the 2022 

World Cup, including Laura McHale, whose lacrosse playing 

career is second to none. I chatted to Laura, Anna Featherstone, 

Tilly Foster and Emma Brown (Class of 2017) to understand the 

difficulties and sacrifices they have faced over the years, fitting 

hours of training and match play into their busy working week. 

The financial pressures came through loud and clear, but I 

also felt the loss in their social lives, with less time to spend 

with friends and sometimes missing out on important family 

occasions. Their approach to nutrition and sleep, two significant 

factors affecting elite performance, is also an issue, with further 

sacrifices involved in their decisions about how, when and if, 

they can socialise, eat, or drink.

The biggest issue, however, governing both finance and 

lifestyle concerns their choice of career. Like Emma, Anna had 

undertaken a change of direction, from business women in 

London to joining GHS and becoming a teacher of Biology. 

Tilly had already been recruited by the Army before she came to 

GHS as a lacrosse coach, but she delayed the start of her officer 

training at Sandhurst for three years to follow her World Cup 

campaign and took the opportunity to qualify as a full-time 

teacher in History and PE. Emma, another Durham University 

Sports Scholar and now working as a teaching assistant in the PE 

department at GHS, had also delayed the start of her Graduate 

Training Programme in London to give herself a better chance 

for selection. 

Alumna, Heather Macrae (Class of 2015), played in this year’s 

World Cup representing Scotland. Since leaving GHS, she has 

excelled, not only in lacrosse, but also in her studies, which 

amazingly, she manages around a full schedule of coaching. On 

attaining her MSc in Exercise Physiology, Heather was awarded 

a Prize for Academic Excellence for graduating top in her year 

and awarded Loughborough University’s Student Coach of the 

Year. She’s now completing a PhD at Loughborough University 

in Sports Science alongside being the Head Coach for Women’s 

Lacrosse at the university. If that was not enough, Heather is 

also the Co-Head Coach of the Scotland Junior National team 

and has recently been appointed as a consultant for the Finnish 

national team, a role she anticipates will be very exciting in the 

build-up to the 2024 European Championships.

Heather’s sister Zoe (Class of 2019), is currently in her final 

year at Jacksonville University, Florida. Whilst at school, Zoe 

was an England U19 lacrosse player and undoubtedly had a 

wonderful international future ahead of her, which hopefully 

remains the case when she graduates and returns to the UK. 

Although she may have missed out on a World Cup experience 

this time, the odds are surely in her favour to be playing in the 

next one, but in the meantime a thoughtful career choice may 

prove an important key to her success.

Sacrifice, adaptability and compromise clearly play their part in 

determining how an amateur athlete continues to thrive at the 

top of their sport, but why do they do it? Put simply, these alumni 

have a burning ambition to achieve and derive enjoyment from 

their success. Their passion for the game and the buzz of playing 

“… these alumni have a burning 

ambition to achieve and derive 

enjoyment from their success.

Laura McHale

Zoe and Heather Macrae

Anna Featherstone, Tilly Foster and Laura McHale

at a high level override any difficulties or obstacles thrown in 

their way. Pride in representing their country, team camaraderie 

and friendship are all immeasurable gains, wrapped up in a 

bundle of wonderful sporting experiences that create lifetime 

memories. All the sacrifices are made worthwhile. 

GHS thrives as a place of learning, empowering, nurturing and 

supporting both staff and pupils to aim high, to achieve their 

goals and be the best they can be. No matter how hard the 

journey, there is a place at the top for those who have the desire 

and determination to be there. They are the best of the best ¢
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Q&A
With engineer and former pupil,  

Sarah Thomas (née Betts), Class of 2010

Q
 After leaving GHS, what happened for you next?

I left Guildford High School in 2010, and after studying for a 

BA in Geography at the University of Southampton, following 

A Levels in Maths, Geography and Biology, I started my career 

in Transport Planning and Engineering. 

Q
 How has your career taken shape so far?

I started off my career on the graduate scheme at global 

engineering consultancy ‘WSP’. For the first six years of my 

career, I was based in the Hertford office where I worked in 

the transport planning and modelling team. I worked on a vast 

range of projects, working for both public sector clients, such 

as Surrey County Council and Suffolk County Council, and 

private sector clients, including Redrow Homes and Tesco. 

In 2015, three years into my career, I was given the opportunity 

by my company to undertake a fully sponsored Masters Degree 

in Transport Engineering on a part-time basis over 2 years (1 

day a week), whilst working the remaining four days. This was a 

great opportunity to develop my knowledge and career and also 

network with other industry professionals. Since completing 

my Masters Degree, I have undertaken the Chartership process, 

to become a Chartered Transport Planner.

In 2019, after six years in the Hertford office, I decided that the 

time had come to move back to Surrey, and put in a request for 

a transfer to the WSP Guildford office, which incidentally is 

located over the road from GHS! 

Q
 What do your daily roles and  
responsibilities include?

The majority of my work is desk based, with occasional site visits 

to glamorous locations including Milton Keynes, Leicester, 

Kings Lynn and Ipswich to name a few! 

Day to day, I get involved in all sorts of transport schemes, 

ranging from small housing developments up to large mixed 

use developments. The main objectives of my role are to 

encourage future residents, employees and users of the site to 

travel as sustainably as possible, as well as ensuring that the 

development has as minimal an impact on the local transport 

networks as possible. 

My daily tasks include writing up transport reports, calculating 

how many trips a development is likely to produce, designing 

new junction schemes, assessing the operation of existing and 

proposed junctions, and liaising with clients, local authorities 

and other stakeholders. 

Q
 How often do you get out of the office?

Prior to Covid-19, I generally got out on site about once a month. 

Site visits generally involve going to proposed development sites 

and assessing the local roads and junctions. 

In 2018, I undertook a nine month stint on a development 

site in Hertfordshire. The development proposal was for a new 

LIDL, Marks and Spencer supermarket, a Costa Drive-Through, 

and other industrial buildings. I joined the project prior to 

construction starting, and was responsible for visiting the site 

every other day to ensure that construction was progressing as 

planned. Having to visit site in all weather conditions in my 

high-vis outfit made me realise that I do rather enjoy a desk-

based job!

Q
 What is the gender balance like at WSP?

When I first started, I was thrown into a very male orientated 

workplace, which was quite a contrast having been at an all-girls 

school for the majority of my education. In the nine years that 

I have been at WSP, I have seen the gender balance change, and 

around 40% of staff are now women. 

Q
 What types of roles do WSP offer?

Each year at WSP, there is a large intake of graduates. The 

graduate programme is a two-year scheme, and is available 

across a wide range of disciplines: Building Structures, 

Building Services, Energy, Intelligent Transport Services, Rail, 

Industry, Transport Planning and Modelling, Civil Engineering 

(Highways, Water, Bridges), Town Planning, the list goes on!

WSP also has an Apprenticeship scheme. The Degree 

Apprenticeship allows individuals to work towards a BEng or 

BSc in one of the following subject areas: Civil Engineering, 

Building Services Design, Chartered Surveyor, Project 

Management, Rail Engineering, Environmental Practice or 

Transport Planning ¢ 

If you would like to know more about the world of 

transport engineering, or engineering in general, 

please do contact me. I can also provide advice 

on apprenticeships, graduate roles and work 

experience opportunities. Please contact me via 

alumni@guildfordhigh.co.uk. 

The main objectives of my role are to The main objectives of my role are to 

encourage future residents, employees encourage future residents, employees 

and users of the site to travel as sustainably and users of the site to travel as sustainably 

as possible, as well as ensuring that the as possible, as well as ensuring that the 

development has as minimal an impact on development has as minimal an impact on 

the local transport networks as possible. the local transport networks as possible. 

“
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H
ELD ON 23 May 2022 at The Berkshire Golf Club, this year’s 

‘GHS’ team was: Vicky Henry (née Reading, Class of ‘76), 

Suzie Bridges (Class of ‘79), Rosemary Wilson (née Strachan, 

Class of ‘67) and Jo Jermyn (who even brought along her old 

GHS tie to wear to the lunch).

Twenty-four schools were playing, some with two teams of 

four, and I’m delighted to report that we gained ground up the 

leader board this year to equal eighth (with Millfield and Wycombe Abbey 2). Well 

played to all the team.

An added bonus this year was that we were partnered with The Royal Naval School, 

and so Suzie and I had the pleasure of playing with Louise Stone and her partner Dawn 

over the stunning 18 holes of the Berkshire’s Red Course. To say the heather was brutal 

is an understatement but we were well practised in finding each other’s balls by the 

end! The bunkers are deep and challenging too and then of course the greens are tricky 

to read. But we scored well despite all this, and some effective dovetailing went on. Not 

too much golf speak I hope for everyone to understand!

A great day was had by all, so if you like golf and fine dining (the meal at The Berkshire 

was amazing!) then you really must sign up to join us. With a few more willing players 

we could raise two teams. Handicaps need to be lower than 24. Please contact me via 

Louise at the alumni department on alumni@guildfordhigh.co.uk.

Vicky Henry

Silver
THE

TASSIE
Four GHS golfing alumni once again took  

part in The Tassie Cup 2022

TEXT VICKY HENRY

“A great day was had 

by all, so if you like golf 

and fine dining (the 
meal at The Berkshire 

is amazing!) then you 

really must sign up to 

join us.

OVER 60, ADVANTAGE GB!

Most people think about retiring and 

winding down after the age of 60, but 

in Rosemary’s case, an international 

sporting career was just beginning. 

Tennis was always her big love at GHS, 

and this has continued ever since. Her 

friends will be amused in remembering 

that her achievements on the sports field 

far exceeded those in academia!

In 1974, Rosemary went to live and teach 

in Kenya, where she regularly competed 

in club matches and local tournaments; 

a particularly happy memory is playing 

for a Kenyan representative team in  

La Reunion against Zambia, Botswana 

and Mauritius.

After returning to the UK in 1987, work 

and motherhood limited her competitive 

tennis opportunities. She later began 

playing National Seniors events, and, 

in 2010, was selected to play for Great 

Britain’s Over 60s at the Seniors World 

Team Championships. Seniors Tennis is 

split into five-year bands, so joining an 

older age group as a ‘young’ player, is a 

big advantage.

Since 2010, Rosemary has been selected 

for GB seven times, progressing through 

the age groups and travelling to different 

parts of the world, including Turkey, 

Austria and the USA. Partly financed 

by the Lawn Tennis Association, the 

GB teams are selected entirely on ability 

and results in previous tournaments; 

with only four players in each team, 

competing in both singles and doubles, 

it is an honour to be chosen. Rosemary 

is rightly very proud of all the medals 

she has won, most recently the Seniors 

World Championship 2022 where the 

GB 70s team added a silver medal to 

their collection. After beating Germany 

in the semi-finals, they sadly lost the final 

against a very strong USA team, where 

one of the players was known to have 

beaten Steffi Graff in her younger days!

After two years of Covid, Rosemary 

has been thrilled to play and meet up 

with old friends and competitors from 

other countries again. Despite on-

court competitiveness, there is great 

camaraderie and sportsmanship socially.

Amazingly, the oldest players (Over 

85s) are very fit and agile for their age. 

Rosemary hasn’t reached this milestone 

yet, but she is beginning to wonder if she 

will; her joints and muscles are already 

starting to creak! I was left in awe of 

her positive determination to continue 

playing for as long as she can, and I am 

confident she will still be bringing home 

GB silverware for the rest of this decade!

LS

It was a great pleasure to 

meet Rosemary at The Tassie 

Tournament and chat not only 

about golf, but also her amazing 

exploits on the tennis court.

mailto:alumni%40guildfordhigh.co.uk?subject=
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A
FTER FINISHING MY A Levels last July, I set off to Valencia 

for a month’s intensive Spanish tuition. I thought my Spanish 

was pretty good, but immersing myself in the culture, and 

speaking Spanish for six hours every day, showed me how 

much I still had to learn! 

After honing my Spanish, I decided to give Italian a try, and 

headed to Rome on a month-long intensive bar tending course. 

Over four weeks I learned 66 cocktail recipes and perfected my bottle flips! There was 

plenty of time to enjoy iconic sights including the Trevi Fountain, the Colosseum and 

the Vatican. I had the most incredible experience both behind and in front of the bar. 

I returned to the UK for Christmas and spent the Lent term at GHS as a Teaching 

Assistant. It was a surreal first week, being back at school and addressing my old 

teachers, now colleagues, by their first names. I assisted with Drama, Textiles and 

Marketing; it was such a rewarding experience, and I especially enjoyed helping with 

Little Shop of Horrors.

After Easter I headed off to Central America for eight weeks. I began my journey in 

Mexico City and made my way south to the colourful towns of Puebla, Oaxaca and 

San Cristobal de las Casas, then travelled east to Palenque and Merida, before visiting 

Chichen-Itza, an incredible Mayan heritage site. 

I crossed into Belize and headed to Caye Caulker where I snorkelled with turtles, sharks, 

sting rays and manatees, before crossing the border into Guatemala, and spending a 

night camping in Tikal National Park. We watched the sun set over the city’s ruins and 

enjoyed day trips to Rio Dulce and San Jorge.

I then flew to Costa Rica where I zip lined, bungee jumped and hiked to Monteverde 

and La Fortuna, and onwards to Puerto Viejo on the Caribbean coast to enjoy some 

stunning beaches and a jaguar rescue centre. The final leg of my journey, involved a bus 

ride across the border to Bocas del Toro in Panama to relax for five days in a remote 

cabin, sleeping in a hammock. The trip ended in Panama City, where I visited the 

biggest shopping mall in central America, but annoyingly still couldn't find any decent 

souvenirs to take home…

After a few more days, it was time to pack up and say a tearful goodbye. I’m so grateful to 

have had these opportunities, to have spent time in seven countries, on two continents, 

learning so much about the history, culture and languages, meeting amazing people 

and broadening my horizons. It truly has been a once in a lifetime opportunity, and 

I know that when I arrive in Edinburgh for Freshers Week in September, I’ll be ready 

for anything life throws at me! ¢

GOING THE DISTANCE: 

Gap Year Adventures
Taking a gap year before university has been  

the best decision I’ve ever made.

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHS HELENA RICHARDSON CLASS OF 2021
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STAFF

RETIREMENTS

MRS. LOUISE STONE

Louise is retiring from GHS after 25 years. Her impact on sport has been simply extraordinary, 

and her ability to set strategy and build a team enabled her to turn her road map on the back of an 

envelope into the reality of GHS being awarded the top girls school for sport in the country for 8 years 

in a row. She is able to generate energy, enthusiasm, commitment, passion and belief amongst staff 

and pupils. In 2018 she was awarded an MBE for Services to Education, an accolade richly deserved 

for her work within GHS and across state and independent schools nationally. We do not say goodbye 

entirely though, as she will continue her work in the Alumni team next year.

MRS. GAIL SCOTT

Gail has taught Biology brilliantly at GHS for 22 years. She has been inspirational and has been a rock 

solid support to every student she has taught over the years. She has been a constant source of ideas, 

encouragement and support to her colleagues, but most importantly to her students. Gail’s passion for 

Biology shone through and she would always go the extra mile to help the girls reach their goals. Gail 

will be dearly missed and we wish her a long, happy retirement.

MR. GEOFF HILL

Geoff has been our wonderful Resistant Materials technician for almost 20 years and has been the glue 

that has held the department together. His wealth of knowledge, experience and skill have ensured the 

students produce work of the highest calibre. The majority of his work goes unnoticed as it happens 

behind the scenes but without him students would not be able to make the high quality products 

they do. He will be greatly missed by all in the GHS community as he embarks on his well-deserved 

retirement and we would like to take this opportunity to wish him all the very best for the future.

MRS. HANNAH CAWTHORN

Hannah has been our fantastic Physics technician for the past 17 years. Knowledgeable, flexible, and 

always willing to try out new ideas, she has been the Physics technician that all Physics departments 

dream of. She has been a supportive member of the team whose words of wisdom have been of great 

benefit to countless new Physics teachers and Heads of Department. We would like to thank Hannah 

for all that she has done for GHS and wish her a well-deserved, enjoyable retirement.
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ANNABEL LITTLE

I left GHS and went on to study Human 

Geography at Nottingham University. 

After graduating, I started my career in 

advertising. I interned at an advertising 

agency called Fallon and have gone on 

to work at a variety of London agencies 

in strategy, which is essentially working 

out how to grow brands and what to 

put in advertising campaigns. I’ve been 

in advertising for nearly a decade now, 

but have managed a couple of breaks 

for backpacking and two ski seasons in 

Japan when in my later 20s. Today I am 

a Strategy Director at an independent 

advertising agency in Melbourne, 

Australia, where I've been living for three 

years, working on some fun brands like 

Deliveroo and Mercedes. I still enjoy 

swimming and I am lucky enough to live 

right next to a gorgeous outdoor 50m 

pool; open water swimming is pretty 

big here too and I am currently training 

for my first ever half marathon despite 

absolutely hating running!

What have you been up to since leaving GHS? We’d all like to know so please 

send your story to alumni@guildfordhigh.co.uk so we can print it in the next issue.

20 0 9

LEXY FOX (née Durrant) 

I left GHS after GCSEs in 2008 and 

completed my PhD in Neuroscience in 

January 2021. I researched chronic pain 

development in inflammatory arthritis at 

Nottingham university. After I finished 

my PhD, I started studying again as I 

wanted to move into healthcare so am 

now studying for a Masters in Physician 

Associate Studies at Sheffield Hallam 

University. I think I am into my 10th 

or 11th year as a student! Hopefully no 

more studying after I finish the course at 

the end of this year and then I can get a 

real job!

I got married in 2017 and had baby 
Lyla in 2019, who is now almost three 
so not really a baby anymore! 

20 1 0

THE CLASS OF ‘70 AT 70 

We should have had our 50 year reunion in 2020, and we tried again in 2021, but 

again Covid prevented our meeting. On 8 June 2022 we eventually managed to 

celebrate our 50 + 2 years since leaving the High School, renaming the event The 

Class of ‘70 at 70, as we are all reaching that grand old age this year. We met at 

the lovely home of Sally Lingard (Furse) in Guildford and spent several wonderful 

hours talking, eating, drinking and talking some more. Many of our year group 

meet regularly but we were pleased to welcome some new faces, too, and catch up 

with stories from many interesting lives.

The undoubted star of the show was the wonderful cake made for us by 

GHS parent Jenny Crouch, mother of Lizzie. It was absolutely stunning, 

featuring intricate reminders of our GHS lives (including lacrosse sticks!) and 

a wonderful badge.

If anyone is interested in contacting those who left the Upper Sixth in 1970, 

Lower Sixth in 1969 or the Fifth Form in 1968, please contact Gill Strange (née 

Thomas), via alumni@guildfordhigh.co.uk

Clockwise from top left (maiden names): Gill Thomas, Judy Ackery, Gill, Sally 
Furse, Mary Aumonier, Caroline Rogers, Christine Cullingford and Jane Pilkington, 
Rosalind Griffin, Ann Twinn, Margaret Jordan, Linda Martin, Amanda Wilkie, Jocelyn 
Willoughby, Sally Furse.

1 970

SHIRLEY D. HASLAM  
(née Jefferies)

I do not think my news at the age of 

88 can be wildly exciting, but I am still 

driving and about to buy a new car as 

well as move into a new house!

When I was at school a fellow pupil 

studying my palm told me I would only 

have a short life! Perhaps I am trying to 

prove her wrong. My days at school give 

me many happy memories and I am still 

in touch with two friends.

1 9 5 1

ISY HAWES

I left GHS in 2018 to study Physiotherapy at Oxford Brookes University. During my 

placements I worked for the NHS in  Covid intensive Care Units. Gaining a direct 

insight into the workings of the healthcare service during a global pandemic was eye-

opening, humbling and exhausting. I was fascinated by how the respiratory role of 

physiotherapists has been so vital in improving the quality of life and survival rates of  

Covid patients. I also gained the opportunity to treat patients with rare Neurological 

diseases such as Guillain-Barré Syndrome, and work with trauma and surgery specialists.

Alongside studying and the 10-hour shifts, I was on the high-performance Brookes 

Rowing programme. Coached by Olympic Silver Medallist Rich Chambers, we won 

BUCS championship VIII, Henley Women’s Championship VIII and The Island 

Challenge Cup at Henley Royal Regatta (student women’s VIII) in the first year of the 

event. Following individual selection, I represented Great Britain at the U23 European 

Championships, in Poland in the women’s coxless four, subsequently winning a Bronze 

medal! The success of last season is definitely something the 15-year-old me starting 

indoor rowing at GHS would never have believed she could achieve!

After taking some time to recuperate after the whirlwind of 2021, I am looking forward 

to racing in the next GB trial system. I am now a senior full-time athlete at Leander 

Club in Henley and pursuing a part-time career in sports physiotherapy; most recently 

I worked with Oxford United Football Club. 

20 1 8
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MANDY THOMAS

I taught Geography and ICT at GHS in 

the early 2000s. Since then I have been 

Head of Department at Parsons Mead 

School and recently retired from RGS 

Guildford. Teaching has always been 

my passion; I thrived on the intellectual 

stimulation academic students offered 

me and I adored socialising with like-

minded people in the staffroom. What 

could possibly replace the excitement 

of school? Who would have thought I 

would end up playing what is, Old Men’s 

Marbles on grass!

It all started four years ago when my 

husband, David, and I embarked 

upon this new hobby in preparation 

for retirement. I had no idea how this 

new pastime would enrich my life. My 

muscle strength and suppleness have 

improved and it has had a positive effect 

on my mental well-being. I have made 

many new friends and joined a wider 

community of bowling which extends 

across Surrey. 

Our accolade was to represent Surrey in 

the National Mixed Pairs at Leamington 

– the pinnacle of England’s lawn bowling 

success … it is the ‘Wembley of bowls’!

This is where the 2022 Commonwealth 

Games are to be held later this year, alas 

without me, but there’s always 2026!

20 0 5

SARAH (SALLY) CUMMING

I arrived at GHS in 1944 when I was eight years old after my mother brought us back 

to Guildford from abroad. My father was in the RAF and had been transferred to India 

and other far eastern countries. I remember the Second World War, and especially VE 

Day, in Guildford.

I always wanted to live in New York City and work for the United Nations which I 

did, and I had many other interesting jobs including setting up my own business in 

speciality food. 

I have had an interesting life with lots of traveling. My sister Penelope was seven years 

below me. I am still in contact with Anne Dunford and remember many other girls 

in my class.

1 9 5 2

HOLLY HUNT

After leaving GHS I studied for a Classics degree at Balliol College, Oxford and 

achieved a Congratulatory First. I’ve stayed on at Balliol since then for my MSt and 

am now moving to St Anne’s to take up a teaching scholarship alongside finishing 

my DPhil. I’m keen to get my teeth into some tutorial teaching there soon!

My DPhil project uses new cognitive approaches to humour theory to reanalyse 

political satire in Aristophanes, which means day-to-day I spend a lot of time in 

the library decoding various ancient Greek jokes, which range from the scatological 

to the sexual and even occasionally, when I’m lucky, to more subtle political satire. 

I immensely enjoy the time I spend teaching, and I have taught language classes for 

students at a few different colleges, online tutoring for school age children, and I will 

be leading a weekly Greek club for the Year 8 boys at Christ Church Cathedral School  

next year.  

 

Right now, I’m also planning a six week odyssey across the USA, and have a grant 

from Balliol to tour around, staying at the houses of eccentric American alumni, and 

attending comedy gigs where I’ll be interviewing audience members and comedians 

about the perceived political impact of comedy.  

20 1 5

OBITUARIES
MARY WHITTLE (NÉE RIVERS)  Head of Music

Mary was an exceptional musician and 

the most wonderful teacher. She inspired 

many to continue with music into their 

adult lives, whether singing, playing or 

just appreciating music. Mary combined 

superb musicianship with real enjoyment 

and a great deal of fun. She also had a 

very snazzy wardrobe and was always wearing something new! 

Mary was a fine accompanist and very active musically in the 

Guildford area. 

Mary was deeply involved with school life and, together with 

her great friend Monica Hubner, organised the popular annual 

ski trips to Austria, which were so successful, much enjoyed and 

still remembered! Everyone was delighted when Mary found 

happiness with Dennis, but sad that this meant an end to her 

career at GHS, a great loss to the school. He worked for the 

MOD and they were based at Plymouth, later moving to the 

Bath area. She continued to live in Bathampton after Dennis 

died and was very involved with her local church, playing the 

piano for services into her 90s.

Mary’s vibrant personality and love of music was there right to 

the end. She will be sadly missed.

SANCIA SELL  
(SANDY GILLETT) Class of 1954

Angela Montford (née Kilpatrick) writes: Sandy Gillett died 

recently at the age of 83. She had been unwell for two years 

following two strokes. Sandy was the first person I met as a 

nervous  four year old when I went into Kindergarten in Morton 

House for my first day in January 1943. We went through 

school together and I was a bridesmaid at her wedding. She 

and her husband Mike lived in Bognor Regis for most of their 

married life and had two daughters, Elizabeth and Victoria. 

Sandy was an enthusiastic gardener, dressmaker, cook and 

visitor to stately homes and art galleries. She arranged the local 

church flowers for many years, fundraising for the restoration 

of a church window, and was involved with the annual Pagham 

Flower Festival. She co-founded the 5th Pagham and Aldwick 

Brownies. Another interest, no doubt inspired to some extent 

by Miss Henwood’s excellent history lessons at GHS, was to 

research the local war memorials to expand the military and 

personal records of soldiers from the area killed in WWI. As her 

family say: “May her optimism and joie de vivre inspire us all.”

BARBARA RODGERS  

(NÉE MCEWAN) 6 August 1944 – 3 May 2022

Lorna Stables writes: Barbara was my ‘best friend’ at GHS from 

age 11 until she left, at 16. I received the sad news of her demise 

this month (Jan 2022) due to a mixture of Covid problems and 

difficulties her sister, Patricia, had communicating with the 

care home where Barbara had lived for some years. She and her 

husband Mike moved to the home when he developed vascular 

dementia and when he died a few years ago she decided to stay. 

She is sadly missed.

MONICA HUBNER Head of Modern Languages

Monica Hubner taught German and 

French between 1956-1962 and 1969-

1989. Over 26 years, her energy and 

commitment benefitted many generations 

of High School pupils and staff. Her 

organisational skills produced many 

overseas trips, from Junior School day trips 

to France, foreign exchanges for modern language students, ski 

trips and even a trip to Russia. In the Centenary year she was 

particularly busy when, following The Centenary Lunch at the 

Guildhall in London, the whole School, from Kindergarten to 

Sixth Form, was sent off in groups, in many directions, to visit 

places of interest in London.

GEORGE HOGG  Teacher of English and Drama

George Hogg, much loved former English teacher and director, 

died suddenly, but peacefully, at home on Wednesday 9th 

November 2022. He first came to GHS to help the school in 

an emergency, but then returned again and again, sometimes 

part time, sometimes full time. George was incredibly wise 

and erudite, but also utterly approachable and kind. He will be 

remembered for his gentle languid demeanour combined with 

his razor-sharp wit. The passion he had for English and Drama 

inspired everyone and he will be greatly missed.
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