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As we come towards the end of an extraordinary year, it is the perfect time to take stock 
and look back at what the girls have been through over the past 12 months: class and 
year group bubbling, endless hand sanitising, self-isolating and home schooling to name 
but a few. It has been a huge challenge for us all but throughout, the girls have just got on 
with it, no matter what has been thrown at them. Alain de Botton once said that “A good 
half of the art of living is resilience”; in which case, our girls have got that bit sorted!  

It has been an enormous pleasure to be back in school since April and doing lots of the 
activities we would normally undertake in the Summer term. Concerts, plays, trips, 
workshops, Sport, Art days and many, many more events have taken place during the 

term which have made it a wonderful way to end a challenging year. I hope you enjoy reading all about them 
in the following pages.  

The end of a school year is always marked with some farewells. Miss Callaghan, Miss Jelley, Mrs Olszewska, 
Miss Rakshit and Miss Troman are moving on from our Teaching Assistant team. Thank you to them all for 
everything they have done in the Junior School and we wish them the best of luck for the future. We are also 
saying farewell to Mrs Aytoun who is moving down to Cornwall. She has been central to the development of 
our PSHE scheme and pastoral systems in school as well as working as a Visiting Professional Mentor for United 
Teaching, guiding dozens of trainee teachers through their first year of teacher training. My thanks to her for all 
she has done for us over the years and we wish her well in her move.  

And finally, to the Year 6 girls. What an incredible journey you have had through the Junior School. I am so 
proud of all of you and I wish you the best of luck in the Senior School – you will be amazing.   

As I come to the end of my time at GHS, I could not be more delighted than to be handing over the reins to 
Mr Allistair Williamson; he will be an excellent Head of Junior School and I know the school will go from 
strength to strength under his leadership. I look forward to reading about the school’s exciting exploits in future 
newsletters!  

Have a fantastic Summer.  

Mr Mike Gibb

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

When you leave somewhere you have loved working at, it is always difficult to say goodbye. If unsure, Winnie the Pooh is always a good place to turn for 
inspiration; “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard” could not be truer than when leaving Guildford High School. GHS is a very 
special place. It a school with real ambition, vision and compassion. It is a community that strives to get better and learn from the challenges it faces. It has an 
ethos of kindness and care alongside a determination to maximise the potential of every girl. It has been a huge honour to work at GHS over the past 11 years and 
to lead the Junior School since 2016.  

I have so many people I need to thank – it feels a bit like an awards ceremony! Firstly, I need to thank the wonderful Junior School staff; you have made my job easy 
by the commitment, passion and love you show on a daily basis. It has been a joy to work with you and I know the school will continue to thrive in your hands. 
GHS also has a fabulous support staff team of caretakers, cleaners and office staff who do an amazing job keeping the school running. A huge thanks to them all 
for their dedication and hard work.   

I have been blessed to have worked with some outstanding Senior Leaders in the Junior School. I learnt so much from Sue Phillips whilst working with her and I 
am very grateful for all the support she gave me. Sheina Wright and Toby Day were amazing colleagues to work with and I could not be more delighted that they 
have both gone on to lead schools themselves. My current leadership team of Mrs Hughes and Mrs Wardell have been truly amazing this year and huge thanks to 
them for navigating us all through these difficult times. I am delighted that Mr Williamson will be taking over and I know he will be well supported by the Junior 
School team. I wish him all the best and I am excited to see him take the school forward in the coming years.  

The whole Senior School Leadership Team are an immensely talented and dedicated group and work tirelessly to make the school what it is today. Mr Peel, Mr 
Saunders and Mrs Laurie are fabulous school leaders and have been a real joy to work alongside. Any successful organisation is led by an inspirational leader and 
GHS is no exception. Mrs Boulton’s passion for education and vision are truly inspirational and it has been a privilege to work for her at GHS.  

And finally, to the Girls. You are a true inspiration to us all. Your broad smiles, boundless enthusiasm, huge talent and sense of fun make coming to work each day 
a real joy. Thank you for just being you. I will miss every single one of you and wish you every success in the future – you will all make the world a better place.  

Thank you to everyone for all the support and kindness you have shown me over the past 11 years. I send everyone in the GHS community my very best wishes 
for the future and if you ever happen to be on some small islands 28 miles off Land’s End, there is a good chance I might bump into you…  

Mr Mike Gibb 
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A FAREWELL TO MR MIKE GIBB
I first met Mike in June 2010 when he was interviewed for the post of Deputy Head. 
He was the standout candidate and I was absolutely delighted when he accepted the 
position and started in January 2011. After five years as Deputy, he became Head of 
GHS Junior School in January 2016.

GHS is often described as having an atmosphere of relaxed excellence and I think 
Mike has contributed enormously to helping create this vibe. His warm hearted, 
kind and friendly personality and his open door policy are key to this. The Junior 
School was awarded best school for academic results by The Week Independent 
School’s Guide in 2021 and he was awarded The Sunday Times Prep School of the 
Year in 2015-2016. 

During his tenure, the school has consistently excelled in Sport and has won countless 
National Netball, Swimming, Gymnastics and Athletics titles. Mike is an excellent 
musician and he has sung in the GHS/RGS choir in a variety of choral works over the 
years. He has created an environment in which music and drama have thrived and 
flourished within the Junior School. He has led countless trips and DofE expeditions. 
 
Mike is everything you would want in a Head. He has strategic vision, he sets high 
standards for all, he is firm when required and he is intuitively empathetic. The 
Senior Management Team spend every Thursday afternoon together, working as one 
for pupils aged 4 - 18. It is a highlight of our week. Mike brings intelligence, balance, 
perspective and most importantly, a great sense of humour; he is an absolute joy to 
work alongside.
 
After 10½ years at GHS, Mike epitomises the motto ‘As one that serveth’ and as he 
said in his iconic assembly to the Senior School, referring to his days at Sandhurst, if 
you are not prepared to serve then you cannot lead.
 
We wish Mike adventures, fun and happiness in the years ahead.

Mrs Fiona Boulton
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ACTIVE TRAVEL DAYS AND WALK TO 
SCHOOL WEEK 2021

The Big Walk - The girls dodged the rain during Walk to School Week 
to complete their 60 minute Big Sponsored Walk. We had fun walking 
around Stoke Park and investigating the signs of Spring whilst keeping 
up our walking pace. We were raising money for our two Junior School 
Charities - Lucy Air Ambulance and Rianna’s Fund. Thanks to your 
generosity, the final total raised was £4850. 

The Charity Captains

This year, a whole school initiative was launched with the aim of raising 
awareness and starting conversations about our place in the wider 
transport context; hoping to decrease car travel by 10% in the next 
year. The Junior School did so by celebrating Walk to School Week 
in May with walking buses from the Spectrum Leisure Centre and 
Burchett’s Farm whilst  in school activities included themed assemblies 
and lessons featuring sustainable travel superheroes. As part of this 
initiative, we are delighted to be installing new scooter and bike storage 
in the Junior School this summer. Thank you to all the pupils and staff 
for their enthusiasm and support.  

Mrs Sharon Howitt

Walking Buses - we enjoyed walking to school with either the Pre-Prep 
Walking Bus from Burchetts Farm Barn or the KS2 Walking Bus from 
The Spectrum. I thought the Pre-Prep Bus was amazing and so much 
fun as we were with the rest of the class and it was lovely hearing the 
birds in the morning with the cars driving past. I am sad that people 
are using cars so much instead of walking. 

Grace, 1L 
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PRE-PREP SUMMER CONCERT:
‘IT’S SUMMER’
The excitement and slightly overwhelming sense of 
what we have missed enjoying in our musical sharing 
these past 15 months was palpable on Monday 
afternoon, when the whole Pre-Prep delighted us with 
their Summer Concert. Singing together for the first 
time this academic year, the girls raised their voices 
and beamed with delight as they sang us into that 
wonderful Summer feeling. With poems from each 
class, we really did ‘start the Celebrations’, not least 
from the joy of all being in the Senior School Hall 
together. With Reception adorned with sunglasses, 
Year 1 with their fluttering bunting and time at the 
seaside and Year 2 making us want to head to the 
seaside, each item was brilliantly performed.

Live streaming events such as this has become a lifeline 
to share our music making with parents. The girls were 
incredibly proud of themselves and we are proud of 
them too – they really did put us in the mood for the 
Summer holidays. Thank you girls. 

Mrs Rachel Wardell

YEAR 2 MINI MUSICAL: ‘HONEY’

We stepped onto the stage for our performance of Honey 
which was live streamed to our parents. We loved our 
costumes because they were simple, but they showed 
whether we were bees, flowers or robber ants. The 
Worker Bees loved buzzing around the stage getting the 
nectar, especially from the flowers. We loved the three 
Grumbles who were very funny even though they were 
always grumpy! We all laughed when the Queen Bee was 
being rather rude! The Drones had fun swaggering and 
the flowers were very graceful. We learnt so much about 
bees from performing our play. We were all very proud of 
ourselves! 

Class 2A



MUSIC MUSIC 

14 15

YEAR 3 INDIAN DOHL DRUMMING
Year 3 forms had the excitement of a music workshop. We ventured into the Hall to 
find some thrilling drum-like instruments and an inspiring instructor. The drums 
came from Punjab and are called Dhol drums. You play these drums with two 
sticks: one is called a Dhaggar which you hold in your left hand, and the other is 
called a Thidili which you hold in your right hand. We had great fun learning how 
to play the Dhol; the drums were certainly very loud and not very easy to play at 
first, but after a few minutes we got the hang of it. We had so much fun and it was 
lovely making music together once again. 

Sophie W, 3B

YEAR 4 JAPANESE TAIKO DRUMMING
Year 4 were treated to a wonderful workshop, learning how to play the Japanese 
Taiko drums. When our instructor played the drums, we had to put our hands over 
our ears because the sound was so loud! We had to hit the drums very hard with the 
beaters which were called the bachi. We really liked how you could express yourself 
with how hard you hit the Taiko. The patterns on the drums were beautiful and 
the bachi had special symbols, like a type of signature. We learnt lots of Japanese 
words and also learnt how to count to four in Japanese: 1: ichi, 2: ni, 3: san, 4: shi. 

Class 4S

YEAR 5 STEEL PAN WORKSHOP
Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed playing a huge selection of steel pans in a recent 
workshop. There were a number of instruments including lead pans, second pans, 
bass pans, ‘cello pans and guitar pans. There were three stations – one played the 
higher steel pans, the second played the lower steel pans and the third played the 
maracas as the rhythm section. We were all dancing about with our maracas and 
playing a funky tune on the pans. We were taught the Caribbean Calypso which we 
loved playing and we added in singing ‘Olé olé, olé olé!’ Thankfully the steel pans 
had coloured dots to show us which notes to play so we did not have to remember 
the note names. We had so much fun! 

Madeleine, 5C

YEAR 6 GAMELAN WORKSHOP
We were almost overwhelmed with excitement and curiosity: we were going to try 
Gamelan for the first time! Gamelan is a group of instruments and it is culturally 
respectful not to step over the instruments or to play whilst wearing your shoes. 
The instruments sounded quite hollow and reverberated around the 2016 Hall. 
There were several gongs, of varying sizes, and one big gong which was called 
Gongaheng and only played at the very beginning of the piece. Unusually, the 
notes were labelled with numbers instead of our system of letters. Even though all 
the instruments were unorthodox, they sounded phenomenal together. If you ever 
get the chance to play these instruments, seize that opportunity! 

Class 6W
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A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC 
ON A SUMMER’S EVENING  

We have all missed sharing our love of music making so 
the thrill of planning a concert for all the KS2 Ensembles 
to enjoy was a real treat. With rehearsals taking place on 
alternate weeks for much of this term, the talent of our girls 
was evident in their ‘Celebration of Music on a Summer’s 
Evening Concert’. Whilst ensembles may have seemed 
rather unusual at times in their personnel, the girls have 
undoubtedly made exciting progress in their instrumental 
playing this past 15 months and this enabled some very 
exciting performances in the Senior School Hall. 

As a tribute to the support of all things musical from 
Mr Gibb in his time at GHJS, we created a programme 
of wonderful music – such a glorious mix which it was 
obvious to see the girls were enjoying performing by the 
smiles on their faces and the performances they gave. From 
choirs to String ensembles, Brass to Percussion groups, and 
orchestras with every family of instruments represented, we 
enjoyed each item and marvelled at the musicianship of 
girls no older than 11. 

What a joy it was to be able to share our collective love 
of music live streamed with our parents. Bravo girls 
and Visiting Music Teachers who directed some of the 
ensembles – you were all fabulous. Thank you Mr Gibb, for 
encouraging us all to continue to enjoy all things musical. 
We hope the commissioned song from Mr Hadfield is a 
lasting memory of your time at GHJS. 

Mrs Rachel Wardell



DRAMA DRAMA

18 19

YEAR 4 PRODUCTION: 
‘OINK!’
With rabbits, sheep, chicken, pigeons and most 
importantly pigs, not forgetting the rats, the cows and a 
wolf, the show was full of characters! It was as if a whole 
farm was in front of our eyes, except these animals all 
spoke! The jokes were hilarious (and at times a little 
rude too). The quality of the singing was superb and 
the tunes were very catchy. Everyone performed with 
loads of expression to make the show seem as realistic 
as possible. The costumes were fantastic as they helped 
create the characters perfectly. With comic roles for so 
many characters, not least Derek the Donkey, the final 
twist of a circus group with a ringmaster to encourage 
their crazy actions, was just an added bonus. The 
conclusion of the play was particularly funny when 
BB Wolf wanted the recipe for pigswill. It was lovely 
to see everyone working together as a team to make 
the production come to life and it was the baaaaa-st 
show in the world! 

Class 4M

YEAR 5 PRODUCTION: 
‘IT’S A ZANY ZOO-OO-OO!’
We were all really excited but, at the same time, quite 
nervous about performing our production ‘It’s a Zany 
Zoo-oo-oo!’. From the moment we put our costumes 
on to the moment the cameras stopped rolling, there 
was a buzz of excitement in the air. Having our faces 
painted to represent the animals was great fun. As 
we heard the words “Going live, three, two, one” 
the butterflies were certainly flying around in our 
tummies. However, the nerves soon disappeared and 
Year 5 gave a fantabulous performance, showcasing a 
large variety of zany animals who just wanted to be 
themselves. 

There were lots of funny creatures who annoyed 
the Zookeepers – they were not passing their SATs 
(Standard Animal Tests) so Zack was not very happy 
about having them as part of his Zoo. The animals 
were not quite what you would expect: the tiger 
who could not spell, the fish who could not swim, a 
pizza-making llama, the alligator who was vegetarian, 
and the chimps with a cleaning obsession, all made 
for a fantastic show. We all enjoyed listening to the 
humorous jokes, the obscure characters, the catchy 
songs, the witty script and a very annoyed Zack (the 
zookeeper). As the final curtain fell we all felt incredibly 
proud of ourselves. We have really enjoyed Zany Zoo 
and the way in which it has challenged, tested and 
improved our performing skills. 

Year 5
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YEAR 6 PRODUCTION: 
‘DAZZLE’
As we stared at the floor when the opening bars of 
the first song began, we felt a mix of nervousness 
and excitement. It was to be our last production in 
the Junior School and we wanted to give our best 
performance. The catchy songs, the action-packed 
and complex script, the variety of characters with 
their fabulous costumes and a hall full of cameras live 
streaming our performance to our parents at home, 
all combined to help us raise our voices and chase the 
nerves away. 

With characters a-plenty, and some who even altered 
characteristics during the play; songs which were so 
catchy we will be singing them for a long time to 
come (and having the addition of live music and 
drumming from Mr Edwards certainly helped us find 
our enjoyment of singing again); lighting changes and 
effects to match the action in the script; all in all we 
had a wonderful show which we thoroughly enjoyed 
rehearsing and performing. 

Stepping forward for the final song felt quite breath-
taking: we really did all belong as a Year 6 team. We 
thoroughly enjoyed putting on the show - Dazzle was 
truly dazzling! 

Year 6



VISITS & TRIPS VISITS & TRIPS

22 23

PRE-PREP VISIT PAINSHILL 
PARK

Year 1 went on a trip to the natural, beautiful Painshill 
Park. It was as green as a frog. When we arrived we 
went on the white, snow coloured bridge and met 
Adam who was our hilarious guide. With him we 
explored all around Painshill Park and saw lots of signs 
of nature. He read us many fairytales and we were in 
the story too. We all really enjoyed the day!

Class 1L

When we went on our trip to Painshill Park, we were 
feeling brave enough to take on a Dragon Quest. 
We had to complete a series of challenges before we 
found the dragon’s egg. Having survived the naughty 
Tinkerbell blowing fairy dust in our faces, we then had 
to collect keys without waking the guardians of the 
footpath. Finally we pieced a treasure map together 
which enabled us to complete the trail to the egg. 

Class 2S

We had an exciting day and went on a walk through 
the magical landscape, passed temples, a tower and 
ruins. We joined in with the Painshill Storyteller who 
told us a fairytale which incorporated drama, dance 
and games. We made a house for the Three Little Pigs 
made of wood, grass and leaves. It was great fun! 

Class RB

RECEPTION AND YEAR ONE VISIT BOCKETTS FARM

Year 1 had a fantastic day at Bocketts Farm. We were welcomed with a lovely tractor ride around the farm which 
was bumpy. We saw lots of cute and fluffy animals including a goat, lambs and sheep, two-week-old piglets, 
llamas, rabbits, a guinea pig and a horse. Another highlight of the trip was the animal feeding. We liked feeding 
the goats and sheep because when they took all the food from our hands it tickled! Of course, we washed our 
hands really well afterwards! 

Class 1C

YEAR 2 VISIT SAYERS CROFT
The sun shone for our activity day at Sayers Croft. We 
were very excited when we climbed aboard the coach 
wondering what fun things were planned for us. The 
first activity was using a map to find a building and 
label our names on the map. This was tricky but we 
all got them right in the end. Then we went into 
the woods to build dens. We used Bob-the-Builder 
hats, logs and tree branches and had to make sure our 
dens were ‘bear and weatherproof ’. The last activity of 
the day was rather wet. We put on our wellies and 
walked down the middle of the stream. At the deepest 
part it went up to our hips! It was a good thing we 
took a change of clothes. We had a fantastic day and 
everyone slept well on the coach home.    

Class 2A

Reception were very lucky to go on a trip to Bocketts Farm. We went for a ride around the farm in a trailer 
on the back of the blue tractor. We fed the baby lambs and were allowed to stroke them as well. We liked the 
pigs because they were pink and there were baby piglets. We saw the big horses in their stables. We stroked the 
rabbits and the guinea pigs – they were so soft! We went to the playground and there was a yellow slide and a 
red slide, and a small trampoline. It was a grey day at Bocketts Farm but we had lots and lots of fun! 

Scarlett, RD
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YEAR 3 VISIT RHS WISLEY

Year 3 had a fun trip to RHS Wisley. We loved learning 
about all the different plants and flowers. We looked 
at Bonsai trees and I learnt that they are actually 
normal sized trees that are stopped from growing to 
their normal size. We also went on a walk around the 
grounds and listened to birds and you could hear them 
singing. We saw the Redwood trees that were really tall 
and had been at Wisley for 100 years. However, they 
were still just babies as Redwoods can live up to 1000 
years! We planted some seeds and were able to take 
them away to see if they would grow at home.

Olivia, 3K

For our last trip in Year 2, we visited the Milestones 
Living History Museum in Basingstoke. We were 
fascinated by all the street scene reconstructions and 
enjoyed exploring the different modes of transport 
to find answers to the various activities. One of our 
favourite objects was the old motorcycle because it had 
a sidecar and it looked great fun!  We also saw two fire 
engines which were named Boris and Nubian. Boris 
was much older and fragile, so we had to be careful. 
We learnt lots and really enjoyed our trip. 

Year 2

YEAR 2 VISIT MILESTONES 
MUSEUM

YEAR 4 VISIT BENTLEY COPSE

Year 4 went on a brilliant school trip to Bentley 
Copse, where we took part in a number of activities. 
We climbed a towering rock wall (everyone got to 
the top), before going on a zip-wire about five metres 
off the ground! To do so, we had to put on special 
harnesses and then went up to a rather high platform 
where we were clipped onto the wire. We leaped off 
the platform, whizzing down the wire at twenty miles 
an hour! Finally, we went Pedal Go-Karting on a huge 
track. After having a few practices, we got into a highly 
competitive race. We had a wonderful day. 

Lucy M, 4M

YEAR 4 AND 6 VISIT 
HORSESHOE LAKE
Year 4 had a bustling day at Horseshoe Lake, 
brimming with intriguing adventures such as stand up 
paddle boarding, kayaking, and dragon boat racing. In 
the paddle boarding session we played a game called 
‘Rock Paper Scissors’ and one called ‘Wobble Off’. If 
you lost either of them, you ended up in the water! In 
the afternoon we had a dragon boat race. We learnt 
some commands such as: ‘attention forwards paddle’, 
‘attention backwards paddle’ and ‘stop the boat’. With 
butterflies in our stomach, we set off for the race. 
Fortunately, our team won! 

Hana A & Isabella B, 4S 

When we arrived, we were bursting with excitement 
and desperate to get started. Year 6 took part in several 
aquatic events, including kayaking, paddle boarding 
and dragon boat racing. Each activity required 
different skills, such as balancing and paddling, and 
being able to control the movement of the boat. At 
the end of the fabulous day, we had the opportunity of 
using the dragon boats to race against each other and 
were taught different commands for each group. We 
hopped into the dragon boats and began practising. 
We learnt that keeping in time is key but is very hard 
and we all had to work as a team and give it our best 
shot in the actual race. It was great fun, and we were 
all rewarded with an ice lolly at the end. 

Tamsin & Daisy, 6S 
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YEAR 5 AND 6 VISIT MARWELL ZOO

Delighted chatter filled the coach as we left for the exciting day ahead of us. As we pulled into the zoo, we could see zebras, white rhinos and ostriches across the park. 
We saw a variety of incredible creatures including a baby snow leopard, tigers, otters, monkeys, spiders, birds, penguins, giraffes, wallabies, kangaroos, meerkats and 
much more. The reptile house was fun because we saw snakes, including two different types of boas and lizards. It was very hot inside the tropical house but we did see 
a very large tortoise, sloths and thousands of leaf cutter ants! At the end of the day, we would have loved to join the penguins in their pool for a cooling swim! It was a 
brilliant day! 

Flora M & Flora T, 6S 

On our trip to Marwell Zoo, we enjoyed seeing all the interesting animals and we especially enjoyed the cute, lively otters and the playful giraffes. Whilst there, we had 
fun working through a range of activities. Some started in the Science and Learning Centre where we explored skulls and reptiles in depth; whilst others started in the 
‘Tropical House’ which was heated to 30 degrees Celsius to make it feel like a rainforest. We learnt alot from the staff who told us fascinating facts about all the different 
animals including sloths, mini deer, tortoises, and birds. We had a brilliant time exploring the zoo and we would love to go again!  

Hettie, Thea & Maya, 5S 

YEAR 6 VISIT CRAGGY ISLAND
Craggy Island was a real adventure! We were all 
very excited; a flood of enthusiasm washed over 
us and a spark of nervousness tingled inside our 
stomachs like butterflies! We started with easier 
walls and then progressed to more difficult climbing. 
The second wall was really exciting and as we all 
walked up to it, we were blown away with how tall 
it was! The third wall was my personal favourite and 
I climbed to about a foot from the top. We also tried 
out an auto-belay where we just clipped ourselves in 
and started climbing! The trip was great fun and I 
am sure everyone would love to do it again! 

Poppy Hill, 6W 
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ART FESTIVAL 2021
The Junior School came alive with creative spirit this term as we held our first Art Festival. The event aimed to celebrate creativity and to learn new skills, whilst spreading 
joy and having fun collectively as a school. We welcomed several artists throughout the week, all of whom praised the girls for their engagement and keen creativity. Year 
3 started the events, exploring felting with textile artist, Sarah Waters. By layering coloured fleece strands and using lots of soapy water, the girls created some beautiful 
hand felted pictures. On the other hand, Year 4 did extremely well not to melt as they worked with chocolate sugar paste with Laura Dodimead to create monster models. 
The room smelt like a sweet shop and the girls were buzzing with ideas. Whilst Year 4 were making mini monsters, Year 6 worked with Leon from Graffiti Stars using 
spray paint and hand made stencils to produce some impactful boards. It was great to see the girls working freely and trying something completely different.

Later in the week, Year 2 worked with Japanese artist, weaver, and sculptor Nao Fukumoto O’Neill to create ink calligraphy, drawings and origami. The girls worked 
calmly to master the brush techniques and rose to the challenge of the tricky paper bird task. Year 5 too mastered precision as they enjoyed a ‘chicken wired’ workshop. 
They made some fantastic birds, dolphins and chameleons, working with great concentration to ensure they cut the wire accurately. 

To complete our week, Reception and Year 1 worked with sculptor Tim Davies to create willow and tissue insect sculptures. I was blown away by the teamwork displayed 
by our youngest girls in the school! These colourful bugs are now crawling along the Art Room wall and I smile everytime I see them. The Art Festival was a huge success 
and so much fun. It was a great opportunity for the girls to immerse themselves in creativity. 

Miss Amy Langfield
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AROUND SCHOOL

OPENBOX VISIT GHS
Every year, the Junior School eagerly awaits in anticipation of Openbox returning. Despite this year being extremely out of the ordinary, this term was no different 
as girls from Reception right through to Year 6 enjoyed hours of imaginative fun in fully immersive Openbox Workshops. From minibeasts in Reception, Ancient 
Egyptians in Year 4 to the Victorian Era in Year 6; the girls have had a wonderful experience travelling through time and learning along the way. 

One day this term, Year 6 came into school dressed in Victorian clothes for our Victorian Day. We felt as though the rest of the school were in a completely different world to 
us. During the day, Openbox gave us a thrilling workshop on jobs for Victorian children, with some as young as five years old! All I can say (and I think we all agree) is that 
we are very glad that we live in a different environment to the Victorians!     SADIE, 6S 

“We buzzed around like bees and wiggled on the flowers to collect pollen. We also pretended to be ants and marched around collecting leaves; it was so funny! We then pretended 
to eat the leaves and make fungus. Did you know that bees and ants have two stomachs? We loved pretending to be minibeasts!     RB BUTTERFLIES

Year 1 travelled back 700 years to learn about cool, cold castles. We trained to become brave knights and learnt archery so that we could protect the castles from our enemies. 
Our favourite part was learning about the features of a castle, particularly the Bailey (a courtyard) because it was interesting that the Bailey was in the middle of the castle 
walls.     CLASS 1L

Year 3 learnt all about the early Stone Age Man. We discovered that they could not talk the same as we can. We were so surprised to hear this and it was a big challenge for us 
when we tried to communicate with each other without talking. We learnt how Stone Age Man hunted and gathered their food and how to make fire by just using a flint. It 
was a fantastic workshop and we are now all experts on Stone Age Man!    FLORENCE D, FLORENCE F & JESSICA, 3B

We travelled back in time 4500 years to the ancient world of Giza. There we role played being farmers and learnt that they used the River Nile to irrigate the land so 
they could grow crops. We also learnt that they called the desert the Red Land because they believed the colour red was the colour of death and you could not survive there. 
After an exciting workshop we travelled back to England knowing considerably more about Ancient Egypt!    CLASS 4M

Year 5 were treated to a workshop about the Rainforest. We learnt about the different layers of the Rainforest and which types of animals live in the different layers. When we 
saw satellite images of the rainforest at night from 2015, we were sad to see there were fires everywhere. The forest is being cut down because people want to use the land for 
agriculture, mining, logging and road building. It reminded us that our generation needs to change things and we all need to play our part.    EMILIA, 5S
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At several points throughout the academic year, the girls have the opportunity to explore topics through 
practical learning, to gain greater understanding and to think for themselves. This year has been no different as 
we welcomed several companies back to the Junior School to reinforce classroom learning through activity. The 
girls thrive in these workshops and it is a delight to see their enthusiasm and curiosity grow in each workshop 
they do. 

This term, Pre-Prep, Year 3 and Year 6 had the opportunity to explore their classroom topics in further detail. 
While Pre-Prep girls explored the deep, dark depths of the sea, Year 3 learnt the art of Indian Dance and Year 6 
transformed into the Animal Kingdom in a West End workshop. 

Whilst under the sea, Pre-Prep discovered the many types of sea creatures that live beneath the water; from 
jellyfish to crabs and even whales. The girls particularly enjoyed learning about dolphins and their illustrious 
squeak as this noise repeatedly reverberated through the Junior School during the workshop!

LEARNING THROUGH DANCE: CREATIVE AND INSIGHTFUL WORKSHOPS THIS TERM

We put on our diving clothes and went on an adventure to find a pearl. There was a scary monster and we 
pretended to be starfish so it would not spot us.  CLASS RB

Whereas Year 3 enjoyed learning about traditional Indian dance and the culture it was built on. The dance 
enabled the girls to practise precision, teamwork and express their creativity as they learnt technical dance moves 
that, when put together, told a beautiful story about an Indian Goddess. 

We were told about the mudras and how they are used to tell a story about a specific Indian God or Goddess. The 
mudras are like another form of sign language, used in dances.    ABIGAIL, 3B 

Finally, Year 6 transformed into fearless Lionesses, amongst other Savannah animals. Their Lion King workshop 
with ‘West End in Schools’ explored themes of courage, passion and loyalty as the girls enacted pivotal moments 
in the story. 

We ended with a jazzy dance accompanied by the soundtrack of I Just Can’t Wait to be King. It was a great 
afternoon which Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed.   SOPHIE & BETHANY, 6S

“

“

“

GUILDFORD FIRE AND 
RESCUE VISIT GHS
Surrey Fire and Rescue visited me and my class to teach 
us about fire safety. My Dad was one of the firefighters 
who came. We were shown all the equipment they 
must carry when they fight a fire; there were lots of 
things and it all looked very heavy! We went outside 
where he showed us the Fire Engine and we all sprayed 
the hose! You needed to be very strong to hold the 
hose and spray it at the same time, it was a bit tricky. 
When I grow up, I would like to be a Fire Fighter just 
like my Dad.

Sophie, RD

YEAR 5 VIRTUAL HORNIMAN 
WORKSHOP
Traditionally Year 5 visit the Horniman Museum 
in London in preparation for our mask making 
project. This year we had a wonderful workshop 
delivered online to the Art room. We were taught 
about the different purposes of masks and how to look 
for clues to explain the story and history of them. We 
also designed a mask for use in the desert. There were 
some excellent ideas including an ice cube maker fixed 
onto the top. We used the workshop to inspire our 
designs for making our own masks.

Miss Amy Langfield 

INTERNATIONAL DAY

The Junior School celebrated International Day 
with a range of workshops throughout the day, from 
dancing like an Egyptian, to discussing the polar bear 
sanctuaries found in Finland; lots of new knowledge 
and skills were learnt. Some wonderful poetry and 
creative writing were produced, prompted from 
imagining what it was like to experience the flowers 
in Japan and the celebrations for the Day of the 
Dead in Mexico, all enhanced by the language of 
music. 

Mrs Dawn Aytoun 
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AUTHOR VISITS AT GHS FOR YEARS 3, 4 AND 5

The fantastic author Jess Butterworth visited Year 3 to talk about our class book ‘When the Mountains Roared’ 
which she wrote. The story is about a girl called Ruby who is determined to protect the wild leopards from 
poachers. She talked about how she took inspiration from her family and from her life when she lived in India 
and weaved them into her stories. She grew up hearing stories about her Grandma and told us about the time 
her Grandma found a baby kangaroo in her dead Mums pouch! During the workshop, we made up a character 
and a setting, and wrote a short story about them. Year 3 had a very exciting morning!   

Leila, Kyra & Evelyn, 3B 

We had a fascinating virtual discussion with the author Nicki Thornton. She is a famous author who wrote ‘The 
Last Chance Hotel’ which is un-put-downable in many ways. We were able to ask her lots and lots of questions. 
She told us that she has always loved reading books and her favourite genre was murder mystery. Some of her 
ideas which she has used in her books came from her back garden. We discovered that her idea for ‘The Last 
Chance Hotel’ came from an abandoned house which she spotted whilst on a walk.

Eve & Hafsa, 4S 

When Thomas Taylor (the author of ‘Malamander’) visited Year 5, we were all very excited. Thomas Taylor 
revealed the different items which inspired him to write the Malamander book. For example, the names Herbert 
Lemon and Violet Parma were both inspired by the sweets known as Sherbet Lemons and Parma Violets. He 
showed us a real ‘lost and founder’ cap, a rare dinosaur bone and coprolite which he found beach combing. 
He displayed some rare sea glass which changed colour when you shone a UV light on it. Thomas told us that 
the name ‘Malamander’ was inspired by the word Salamander. He also told us that his book ‘Gargantis’ came 
from the words: Gargantuan, giant and Atlantis. At the end of his talk, he signed our books and gave everyone 
a bookmark. We thought the visit was great fun and really enjoyable. 

Heidi & Amy, 5C 

YEAR 6 FESTIVAL DAY AND CAMPING ADVENTURE

This term, we were treated to several activities, including a Festival Day which involved us camping and staying overnight at school! We were all buzzing with excitement 
and could not wait for the evening to come round. Before we camped, we had a day of fun activities in our classrooms: we made scooby bands, did some arts and crafts 
and played team games together in the Senior School gym. Then came the camping! All the girls were thrilled to find out who was in their tent. We started to settle down 
and get our things ready for the night: our sleeping bags, pillows and bags were all stored snugly. After settling in, it was time for tea. We had hot dogs and burgers; they 
were very yummy! Afterwards, we moved to the marquee in Harper House garden, where we had a silent disco. We had glow sticks, neon face paint and the staff even 
made us balloon animals. After the disco, we snuggled up in the marquee, in our sleeping bags, for a film before bed.  In the morning, we had breakfast in the marquee 
and then packed away our belongings ready to go home. We were very sad to leave but had a wonderful time. This really was a phenomenal event and Year 6 adored it! 

Class 6W
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FORGING RELATIONSHIPS IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY DURING A PANDEMIC

The events of March 2020 and the year that followed altered the landscape of our years’ partnership programme immeasurably. Instead of building relationships 
that would enable our pupils to be visible, out, volunteering as part of our local community, relationships were forged that would enable us to best help those in our 
community. As GHS went into the homes of our pupils, our Science Department packed up and donated their goggles, gloves and remaining hand sanitisers to local 
NHS providers and Mr Chris McGhee designed face shields. A total of 200 were produced and delivered to the Surrey NHS staff. 

As the physical walls of our classrooms came down, we were able to invite pupils from the northern academies in United Learning and local schools to join our online 
lessons. Our teachers were inspiring, our pupils were welcoming and new friendships were forged. In ASPIRE, our pupils began writing letters to some of the elderly in 
our community. This exchange of letters continues today, Year 9 handing over to Year 7 at Christmas. For all involved this communication has become very important, 
bringing light in dark moments and the outside world to those who have been isolated from friends and family for so long. At home, our pupils became involved in 
their local communities baking cupcakes and making flower arrangements for local people, sewing lavender bags for the elderly, delivering and cooking meals for the 
vulnerable and collectively running hundreds of miles to raise funds for the NHS. At Christmas alongside FoGHS we held a Christmas Games Appeal, our aim was to 
give a gift of a family game to as many of the vulnerable families in the local primary schools we work with as possible. Incredible generosity from our parent community 
enabled us to give a game to every one of these families and our Junior School girls made cards with a written message to go with each game.  

Our current relationships with local schools are important to us, as are forging new ones. Over summer 2020 we began working with Loseley Fields Primary School in 
Godalming. In spring of last year Loseley completed the build on their fantastic new Field Study Centre, a purpose built science lab. Fabric of the building complete, Mrs 
Katy Hughes brought her expertise to bear with the fit out and layout of the classroom. This was followed by a series of science knowledge sharing sessions for Loseley 
staff. The sessions proved incredibly useful with learnings being transferred across the curriculum. A conversation begun virtually, a classroom fitted out virtually and a 
series of workshops designed and delivered virtually. Testament to our new ways of working and what can be achieved. 

As we returned to school forging relationships with local schools meant thinking differently and creatively. In October 2020 we embarked on a new partnership between 
Stoughton Infant School and the GHS Design & Technology department. Each term Stoughton pupils work on a project based on a curriculum goal, and the focus 
for Year 1 in Spring this year was the Polar region. We wanted to bring our Design & Technology expertise to Stoughton and work with their pupils to deliver a polar 
building project. Due to lockdown, it was not possible to carry out the lesson in person so Mrs Jenni Wilkinson, from our Design and Technology department, put 
together a series of arts and crafts resources delivered in a ‘Project Box’ to the Year 1 teachers and children. It was a huge success and a team of Year 9 and 10 GHS pupils 
are now volunteering and supporting Mrs Jenni Wilkinson.  With much enthusiasm at Easter they created and delivered an array of Easter activities for all in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2. This term’s focus has been Victorian Beach Huts and catapults to protect a castle! It is a flourishing relationship and we were even able to welcome 
some of the children into school in late June for an activities afternoon with our Year 9 ‘Project Box’ volunteers. 

As the school year races to its conclusion minds are turning to the new academic year and the opportunities to once more be out, visible and part of our local community. 

Mrs Jenni Hall, Director of Partnerships
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PRE-PREP SPORTS DAY 2021
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KS2 SPORTS DAY 2021
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PRE-PREP SPORT ROUND UP
The Pre-Prep girls have been super busy this term 
continuing to improve their fundamental Cricket 
(catch, hit, run) and Athletic (run, jump, throw) 
skills as well as their Swimming (Year 2). In line with 
this, both the Year 1 and Year 2s took part in Cricket 
Festivals organised by Surrey Cricket. The Year 1 
Festival was held at GHS and was a combined event 
with boys from Lanesborough School. The girls loved 
all the cricket activities and enjoyed a fabulous picnic 
tea afterwards. The Year 2 girls travelled to Banstead 
Cricket Club for their Festival day and whilst there 
they took part in batting and bowling activities and 
played an adapted version of ‘Diamond Cricket’.  

Miss Georgie Dustin

ATHLETICS ROUND UP
We have welcomed over 60 athletes from across KS2 to 
our open Athletics Club this term. Girls have thrown, 
jumped, sprinted and paced their way to victory. Our 
all-inclusive QuadKids trials at the start of the term 
allowed every girl in KS2 to experience a four-event 
‘Quad’ Athletics competition, measuring times and 
distances to work on during both Club and lesson 
time.

Our selected squad teams met Tormead for a friendly 
match and achieved wins across the age groups 
with successes in the 50m and 75m races. We then 
welcomed six schools to our Invitational Athletics 
meet at Spectrum which included St Hilary’s, Tormead 
and Notre Dame. As well as several gold, silver and 
bronze medals, GHS scored enough points to win the 
competition overall.

The season finished with every girl in KS2 competing 
for the Inter-House Athletics Cup on Sports Day. 
It was a joy to see girls improve on their times and 
distances and highlights how hard they have worked in 
lessons. Congratulations to Abbot House on winning 
the trophy.

Miss Georgie Dustin
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A GREAT SEASON OF CRICKET

The Junior School have had an extremely busy and 
thoroughly enjoyable term of cricket. The girls have 
continued to work on the basic fundamental skills 
of cricket (batting, bowling and fielding) as well as 
learning about the tactical side of the game, along with 
developing their general knowledge of the sport.

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have played regular matches 
against other schools, resulting in some impressive 
performances. It was great to see the girls transfer 
everything they have learnt in their lessons into a 
competitive match play situations and as always, play 
with a huge smile and with bags of enthusiasm. 

The Year 6 team progressed through to the U11 
Starburst Regional Finals Day, which is a fantastic 
achievement. We hosted a six team U11 Invitational 
Cricket Tournament which allowed us to play one 
U11 team and one U10 team. The U11 team finished 
3rd and the U10 team finished 6th; this was a great 
experience for all pupils. 

As always, Inter-House Cricket was hotly contested, 
each house putting in some brilliant team 
performances. Cricket at GHS continues to go from 
strength to strength.  

Mr Ben Collins
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A FANTASTIC SEASON OF 
SWIMMING
It has been a testing year for Swim Squad with no in-person 
Swimming Galas to train for, no IAPS qualifying rounds or 
National Finals, no ESSA meets and squad training split into 
Year group bubbles! However, despite not having a normal year 
of Swimming and competing in the pool, the commitment 
and effort the girls have shown at squad training has been truly 
outstanding. Their energy and enthusiasm have been brilliant 
and they have all shown great resilience throughout the year.

Swim Squad were able to compete against other schools by 
taking part in virtual galas against Danes Hill and Tormead. The 
girls were victorious in both galas and recorded very promising 
times for future performances. They have also taken part in Inter-
House swimming galas, with the biggest splash competition 
proving to be a very popular event! The finale of the year was the 
Swim Squad Championships which saw some outstanding races. 

Thank you to everyone who swam with Swim Squad this year and 
particularly the Year 6 girls who will be leaving the Junior School 
this term. Our Swimming Captains, Daisy and Zoë, have been 
fantastic and we wish them all the best for their future swims!

Miss Amy Lloyd 

 

KEY DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-22 AND 2022-23

MICHAELMAS TERM 2021

Term Starts:    Thursday 2 September
October Half Term:   Monday 18 October - Friday 29 October
Term Ends:    Tuesday 14 December
    (School finishes at 11:45)
INSET Day:   Wednesday 1 September

LENT TERM 2022

Term Starts:   Wednesday 5 January  
February Half Term:  Monday 14 February - Friday 18 February
Term Ends:    Friday 25 March
Entrance Day:   Friday 7 January 
    (No school for Junior School pupils)

TRINITY TERM 2022

Term Starts:    Tuesday 19 April 
May Half Term:   Monday 30 May - Friday 3 June 
Term Ends:    Friday 8 July
    (School finishes at 11:45)
Bank Holiday:  Monday 2 May
Bank Holidays:  Thursday 2 June - Friday 3 June
INSET Day:   Friday 27 May

MICHAELMAS TERM 2022

Term Starts:    Tuesday 6 September
October Half Term:   Monday 24 October - Friday 4 November
Term Ends:    Friday 16 December
    (School finishes at 16:00)
INSET Day:   Monday 5 September

LENT TERM 2023

Term Starts:   Wednesday 4 January  
February Half Term:  Monday 13 February - Friday 17 February
Term Ends:    Friday 24 March
Entrance Day:   Friday 6 January
    (No school for Junior School pupils)

TRINITY TERM 2023

Term Starts:    Monday 17 April
May Half Term:   Monday 29 May - Friday 2 June
Term Ends:    Friday 7 July
    (School finishes at 11:45)
Bank Holiday:  Monday 1 May
INSET Day:   Friday 26 May
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