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Schools are designed for children to learn
and thrive. During lockdown, when there
was only a small number of girls in school,
it felt very empty and quiet. The start of the
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This newsletter will hopefully give you a
taste of the exciting things that have been
happening in the Junior School so far this
term.
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The return of music has made a huge difference with school alive with the
sound of instruments and (quiet) singing. We have been able to have some
workshops in school with the wonderful Openbox Theatre Company. Art
has also been prominent this term with Miss Langfield returning from her
maternity leave. As always, the girls have produced some stunning work
which can be seen around the school. The girls have enjoyed an extended
cricket season this Half Term as we have made the most of the weather to
hone their skills. Cross-country, hockey, gymnastics and swimming have
also continued and we will start our netball training in earnest after Half
Term. Our Harvest Celebration went ahead in virtual form with Year
3 recording their speaking parts at Christ Church and with songs sung
safely by each Year 3 and Pre-Prep class being recorded in our school hall.
The final production is fantastic and we are delighted that we have been
able to continue this school tradition in a virtual format.
Enjoy looking through what our inspiring girls have achieved this term.
Mr Mike Gibb
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WELCOME TO NEW JOINERS
We were delighted to welcome our new cohort of girls
in September, and have asked them for their thoughts
about their new school. The Reception girls love school
because ‘...we do lots of different things every day.’
They all love PE as ‘...we have fun and play games.
We love running around in PE.’ They are learning to
read and write and ‘love writing because it is fun!’ and
‘colouring is so colourful!’ They also love ‘playing the
djembe drums’ in Mrs Wardell’s Music Room.
The Year 3 girls all commented that they have made
many new friends already and ‘there are lots of fun
things that girls can do - I love being here!’ ‘I love Art
and English.’ ‘I like Maths because it makes you clever.’
‘The lessons are fun.’ ‘We listen to lots of different
kinds of Music.’ ‘I enjoy PE as we can learn new things
altogether and be better at all types of sport.’ ‘I love
the lunches: they are delicious.’ ‘I love GHS.’
Mrs Helen Burling-Smith
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MUSIC

HARVEST CELEBRATION
Reception enjoyed pretending to be a farmer, singing
about all the hard work of planting the crops, watching
them grow and then harvesting them. ‘Pop Go the
Peas!’ sang Year 1, with infectious enthusiasm; whilst
Year 2 sang of their love for many different types of
fruit and vegetables with a real Harvest ‘thank you’.
Each fabulous Pre-Prep year group performance has
been filmed and will be pulled together to create a
Harvest Celebration video. Year 3 worked incredibly
hard to learn three songs with catchy tunes and
some fun actions. They learnt their lines carefully,
focusing on projecting their voices beautifully to fill
Christ Church for the recording of the narrative of
the Harvest Celebration. Thinking about the vital
work of the charity UKHarvest, they encouraged us
all to be grateful for the wonderful variety of food
we can eat and helped us to reflect on the food we
sometimes waste. What a wonderful celebration of
Harvest this year.

MUSIC

HALF TERM MUSIC ROUND UP
After months of relative silence and no corporate music
making, what a joy it has been to be able to hear the
girls enjoying ensembles once again with their year
group friends. We have managed to resume all our
ensembles safely this term, albeit with some restrictions
and the need for rehearsing on alternating weeks, but
the girls are as thrilled as I am that sounds of singing
and instrumental ensembles are once again resounding
from the Music Room and the hall.
Whilst Harvest and Christmas may have a new style
this year, we are very grateful for the opportunities
to celebrate our Junior School love of music. A huge
thank you must go to the girls for being so sensible,
thoughtful and respectful of the ‘rules’ we are adhering
to so that we can all enjoy class music, Choirs and
Orchestras once more.
Mrs Rachel Wardell

Mrs Rachel Wardell
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HALF TERM ART ROUND UP
It has been a joy to have the Art room back full of
smiling faces and creativity as we return to our new
normal. Despite all the new challenges, the girls have
brought incredible energy to the lessons and the spirit
of the Art room remains firmly intact.
We have explored painting, drawing, collage, mixed
media and pottery and even completed our Christmas
designs ready to be sent to Cauliflower cards. A busy
half term and we have not even scratched the surface
yet with lots of exciting projects lined up ready to go.

Jessica, 3B

Poppy, 6W

Savannah, 5S

Cadence, 3B

Miss Amy Langfield

Sophie, 6W
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YEAR 3 ROMANS WORKSHOP

YEAR 4 VIKINGS WORKSHOP

Year 3 came into school dressed as Romans and we
had lots of fun learning about them. We had Roman
ladies, soldiers and even Julius Caesar! Kenn and Iain
told us about Roman life and how it was different
from ours. We learnt that the Romans invaded many
countries to get all of their riches. We held a Roman
feast just like the Romans did 2000 years ago. We
ate lying down whilst others served us food. We did
not even have to say “thank you”! The most exciting
part of the day was when we pretended to be Roman
soldiers. They could march 25 miles every day – what
a tiring exercise! If one soldier made a mistake then
they all had to be punished.

Year 4 arrived at school dressed as bloodthirsty
Viking warriors, farmers and peasants. The
Openbox Viking workshop was a treat for everyone.
Kenn and Iain taught us some fascinating facts and
Norse words which the Vikings used. We learnt a
lot – for example the Vikings kept animals in their
longhouses to keep themselves warm in the winter.
We pretended we were Vikings and were sent off to
do different jobs, such as making a longboat, finding
jewels, weaving, hunting, training ravens and many
more. We sailed across the sea from Scandinavia to
England and took part in a pretend war. It was an
awesome workshop.

Camilla, 3B

Faye and Michelle, 4M

YEAR 5 BECOME WWII
EVACUEES FOR THE DAY

YEAR 6 HAUNTED HOUSE
WORKSHOP

We were so excited! Year 5 were having their WWII
workshop and, to begin with, Kenn and Iain talked
through the meaning of the different words that
people used during WWII. They showed us a map
of Western Europe which indicated what Germany
looked like at the end of the war and which countries
Germany invaded. Then an air raid siren went off. It
was very scary and loud! We had to take cover in the
underground tunnel but luckily it was a false alarm.
We packed our suitcases ready to be evacuated and
set off by train to the country. When we arrived, we
were allocated to our different families. We had to
work on a farm and had to scoop up a cow pat and
put it on the vegetables – yuck! Then we made food
for a rich lady who would not let us go near her
horses. It was an enjoyable workshop and we learnt
so much.

Year 6 stepped into the unknown and were subjected
to an eerie adventure. We were on the edge of our seats
as we listened to nail bitingly scary tales, which made
us shriek and squeal with fright. On tenterhooks, we
crept cautiously around the hall, awaiting a frightful
surprise as Kenn and Iain made us jump out of our
skins. As scary as they were, it was lovely to have the
opportunity once again to take part in an Openbox
Workshop.
Bethany, Florence, Harper and Scarlett, 6S

Heidi and Sophia M, 5C
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AROUND SCHOOL

YEAR 3 TEAMBUILDING
WORKSHOP
‘Perform for Schools’ visited us at the beginning of
term for a Team Building Workshop. It was great fun
and we learnt about communicating with each other.
We explored how to mime by performing lots of
freeze-frame activities, which were all done in silence.
We enjoyed guessing what other people were doing. It
really helped our class to bond together. Our favourite
game was ‘What am I doing?’ It was MARVELLOUS!
Nandini & Siena, 3B and Leila, 3K

AROUND SCHOOL

YEAR 1’S ESR LESSON
As part of their ESR lessons, Year 1 have been
learning about how to use resources responsibly and
finding out how paper is made. They took a handson approach by making their own paper in class. The
pulp was made out of scrap paper and each girl had
their own special job to do as part of the process –
cue lots of messy fun! The girls were all very pleased
with their first attempts.
Miss Ashley Lovegrove

INTRODUCING APPLE
PENCILS FOR YEARS 5 AND 6
Girls in Years 5 and 6, as well as Senior School pupils,
received a new iPad and Apple Pencil at the start of
term. This enables paperless working, but girls are able
to write, highlight and colour as if using paper and
pen. The Pencils also benefit our teachers, who are able
to more effectively use their iPads for teaching and
marking. This technology is also able to accommodate
girls learning at home, as they can work in real-time
and receive instant feedback on classwork. We are very
excited to be introducing these new ways of working
and are already seeing staff and pupils using the Pencils
in lessons.
Mr Jack Lapthorn
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HALF TERM SPORT
ROUND UP
PE and games are back in full swing in the
Junior School despite all the various Covid-19
restrictions that are now in place. The cleaning
of hands and equipment before and after
lessons has become routine and the girls have
worked hard to maintain social distancing.
Lessons have focused around cricket skills
and Inter-House matches, athletics (running,
jumping, and throwing), swimming and
netball skills. The variety of activities explored
has been vast. The girls have not lost any of
their enthusiasm for Sport and the lessons are
always lively and filled with good spirits.
The extracurricular clubs are heavily subscribed
with waiting lists in place for those where
numbers are limited. It always amazes us how
enthusiastic and energetic the girls are at 07:45
but long may that continue. Likewise, the
after-school clubs are well attended, and the
girls are always keen to learn new skills and
improve their knowledge of their chosen sport.
Hopefully, all the hard work will pay off when
fixtures are resumed!
Mrs Sally Appleton

14

15

SPORT

CRICKET AT GHS
This term has given the Year 4, 5 and 6 girls a great
opportunity to improve their cricket skills during
their Games lessons. Each year group has covered
basic fundamental batting, bowling and fielding
skills as well as playing in some small sided games.
The girls have been competing in an Inter-House
Cricket Tournament over the last few weeks, each
House playing each other once in a pairs cricket style
format. Each girl gets the opportunity to bat for two
overs, bowl one over and field for the remaining of
the overs. Each House has performed well and, at the
time of writing, have one more game to play.

SPORT

VIRTUAL CROSS-COUNTRY
Virtual cross-country has taken the place of our usual invitational event which was scheduled for Monday 5
October. Rather than cancel, we invited the schools, including St Hilary’s, Danes Hill and Tormead, to take
part in an ‘online’ cross-country meet. Girls from Years 3 and 4 were invited to enter the 800m race with girls in
Years 5 and 6 competing in a 1k distance race. In addition to the usual cross-country races, schools were invited
to enter the Shuttle Competition to see how many shuttles of a netball court their pupils could run during the
competition.
The beauty of hosting an online fixture is there is no cap on the number of girls taking part! We are thrilled to
say that all girls in KS2 entered the virtual Cross-Country Competition during their athletics lessons. Winners
will be announced after Half Term.
Miss Georgie Dustin

On another note - Friday morning Cricket Club has
been a huge success so far with 45 girls over Years 5
and 6 attending each week.
Mr Ben Collins
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Bria - our wellbeing dog - cudding up to Carroll House
teddy bear!
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Inspiring Girls
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