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FRIDAY 20 MARCH, LOCKDOWN BEGINS: UPPER SIXTH LAST DAY IN SCHOOL
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This a remarkable newsletter at the end of a remarkable term.  

On 20 March 2020 we lost the walls to our school and Guildford 
High School went with our pupils into their homes across Surrey 
and beyond. We ended our Lent term with uncertainty, not 
knowing when our doors would reopen, but with an absolute 
commitment to the continued delivery of a rich and diverse 
timetable through our remote teaching platform.  

Adaptability and agility are qualities that GHS pupils acquire 
simply by being part of this community, and these attributes 
have helped them to thrive whilst working remotely. For the 

practical based subjects, Arts, Drama, Music, PE and Technology, operations have become 
increasingly ambitious in their creativity, but in true GHS style, staff involved in all these 
areas instantly designed and delivered an outstanding education for pupils virtually.  

I have enjoyed listening to the GHS consort choir, tapped away to the GHS Big Band’s 
rendition of ‘Swing’, cheered on our athletes in inter-school competitions, marvelled at 
my pupils’ artistic talents and been transported into the world of Roald Dahl through our 
Lower School rehearsals of ‘James and the Giant Peach’. All have been virtual events, and all 
encapsulate the adaptability and agility of our incredible community. 

Whilst this newsletter may lack the usual spectacular photos of our summer plays and 
exhibitions, reports of trips and visits and concert reviews, the effort and achievement of my 
staff and pupils this term has been beyond compare. I have never been more proud to be 
Headmistress of this extraordinary school. 

I wish you and your families a peaceful and relaxing summer.  

Mrs Fiona Boulton

WELCOME FROM THE HEADMISTRESS STAFF RETIREMENTS

Mrs Val Callaghan
HEAD OF FRENCH

Mrs Val Callaghan is retiring after teaching 
French to so many of you. She has left behind 
a most wonderful legacy as Head of French. 
Passionate about French, the French way of life 
and culture, she ran many trips to Paris with 
Lower Sixth and Lille with Year 9, organised

theatre trips and for French plays to be held in school for younger 
year groups. Val is one of the funniest and most fun to be around 
members of staff and we, staff and pupils, will miss her greatly.

Mrs Wendy Bengoechea 
HEAD OF YEAR 7

As Head of Year 7 Wendy has nurtured all our pupils 
through their first year at GHS.  She has overseen our 
famous GHS panto for many years and as Head of 
our Design and Technology Faculty, Wendy’s creative 
flair has inspired us all. Wendy’s refreshing sense 
of perspective, her boundless energy, enthusiasm 

and good humour mean that she will be greatly missed.

Mrs Róisín Watters

Mrs Fiona Boulton
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When our school closed on 20 March due to Covid-19, 
the Guildford High School learning journey continued 
online for pupils with our dynamic live virtual learning 
programme. Most lessons were able to take place live 
through Microsoft Teams and the transfer to full virtual 
learning for pupils has been a huge success. Here is a 
pictorial summary of ‘GHS at Home’.  

OUR VIRTUAL SCHOOL
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We were delighted to welcome Priyanga Burford as 
Guest Speaker at our unusual Prizegiving this year. 
Due to Covid-19, Prizegiving was unable to go ahead 
in our usual venue at G Live; instead we held a virtual 
Prizegiving and created a pre-recorded video for staff, 
pupils and parents to watch. The theme for this year’s 
Prizegiving was the need to be adaptable and agile as 
individuals and as a community and Priyanga’s life and 
career experiences epitomise this idea entirely.
 
Priyanga is a successful actor, writer and director – many 
of you will recognise her from a wealth of film, TV and 
theatre appearances. Amongst many roles, she appeared 
on our small screens recently in the BBC series ‘Press’. On 
stage, she has played Hermione in The Globe Theatre’s 
production of ‘The Winter’s Tale’ and if you are a Star 
Wars fan, Priyanga played a Resistance Medical Officer 
in the 2017 film ‘Episode 8: The Last Jedi’.
 
All of these credentials would be reason enough for 
GHS to welcome Priyanga as our Guest Speaker, but 
Priyanga is ‘one of our own’– she was, in fact, Head Girl 
at Guildford High School in 1990. We were thrilled to 
welcome Priyanga back to school to record her address, 
where she joined us to the celebrate many successes of 
our talented pupils.
 
Ms Ashley Fenton

PRIZEGIVING 2020 Priyanga imparted such wise and inspirational 
words in her Prizegiving speech. We are sure 
that hearing about her journey from GHS girl 
to successful actress will serve as great inspiration 
for many of us. Priyanga’s message about the 
importance of imagination could not have come 
at a better time. After having our lives on hold 
for the past few months, unable to enjoy many 
of the things we had been looking forward to, she 
provided a much needed reminder that now, more 
than ever, is the perfect time to let our imaginations 
run wild and envisage all the exciting experiences 
still to come in the future. 

Priyanga reminded us that ultimately, the recipe for 
success and happiness is based on so much more 
than statistics and academia. We must also relish 
more abstract qualities such as resilience, creativity, 
courage and imagination which will provide us with 
stamina to tackle life with happiness and fulfilment. 
Her words should give us confidence that there is 
no conventional path to success and demonstrates 
the benefit of keeping an open mind as to where 
your future lies. We are often told that we should 
choose our head over our heart, but Priyanga is a 
perfect example where the heart leading the head 
results in something even more magical.

We hope Priyanga’s message will be a source of 
motivation, spark your creativity and re-energise 
you for your return to normal school life. 

Alice Bathurst and Alice Hawken, Head Girls
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MUSIC KEPT ALIVE FOR GHS PUPILS DURING LOCKDOWN

One of the consequences of lockdown was that the Upper Sixth were not able to leave on a musical 
high, as the G Live Concert was cancelled three days before we were due to perform Mozart’s 
Requiem and Orff’s Carmina Burana with the combined forces of 450 performers from GHS, RGS 
and the Parents’ Choir. Lockdown also meant we lost the Lower School Concert in March, when we 
had very much looked forward to hearing music from ‘Wicked’ with the choirs and a one-off band. 
For the Upper Sixth, a year group of so many outstanding musicians, their disappointment was 
further compounded with the loss of the May Concert for the bands and orchestras (when Sophie 
Kauer would have performed the first movement of Haydn’s Cello Concerto with the Chamber 
Orchestra), as well as the July Croatia Tour. To the leavers, we wish you every success and happiness 
for the future. Thank you for your fantastic involvement in school music. You will be missed but 
keep playing and singing next year!  
 
Live rehearsals, where musicians can hear others and perform with them in time, is impossible via 
video conferencing. (Dragon’s Den, anyone?!) This is a world-wide frustration for musicians because 
of the wifi lag (or latency) issue. However, we have been delighted with the response to the creation 
of virtual ensembles from pupils and the wider school community. The process is this: the pupils 
are sent a pdf copy of the music as well as a piano accompaniment or backing track, or a video of 
one of the teachers conducting the piece. The pupils then record themselves at home on one device 
whilst, at the same time and wearing headphones, using another device to listen to the given backing 
track/accompaniment, or to watch the conductor: this ensures each pupil sings/plays in time. After 
saving and uploading their solo recording to OneDrive and emailing the link to the teachers, my 
colleagues and I have been able to build up the sounds by multitracking the audio recordings, mixing 
and balancing tracks to create a virtual ensemble. It has been wonderful to hear and see the pupils 
continue with their singing and playing this term, and the final mix for each virtual ensemble is 
superb! We are also extremely grateful to Miss Elliott for putting the videos together.  
 
The final videos of the performances have all been shared with the those who took part and some 
have been posted on the GHS YouTube channel. It has also been wonderful to put together an 
online concert of solo pieces, performed from the living rooms of some of our Music Scholars and 
Exhibitioners. Bravo, GHS musicians! 

Mr Grayson Jones

THE SHOW MUST GO ON: LOWER SCHOOL PRODUCTION OF ‘JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH’

A magical peach! An imprisoned boy! Insect friends! An incredible journey! This year’s Lower School Production was of course Roald Dahl’s classic ‘James and the Giant 
Peach’. When James is sent by his conniving aunts to chop down their old fruit tree, he discovers a magic potion that results in a tremendous peach and launches a 
voyage of gigantic proportions. During their cross-ocean travels, James and the peach’s oversized insect residents encounter hunger, sharks and loads of disagreements, 
and James must learn to use his quick wit to finally land on New York’s Empire State Building.

When the production was postponed at the end of June, the cast, in full GHS style, were keen to continue rehearsing! So the Drama Department took the lead from their 
enthusiasm, and weekly rehearsals continued live via Microsoft Teams. The cast were very lucky to have Lucy Furber (Year 12) with them, creating set designs, sharing 
staging ideas and regularly being a part of rehearsals. Throughout the experience, the cast and crew have been absolute stars – their enthusiasm, fun and determination 
have been a joy to work with so far and it holds great promise for when they are eventually able to get onto the stage. 

Miss Channing and Miss Hawley

Mendelssohn - Lift Thine Eyes 
GHS Consort

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCUO-afzLN2aUeyIf1KlXNQ
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At the beginning of the Trinity Term, the BBC released their modern adaptation of Enid Blyton’s ‘Malory Towers’ on BBC iPlayer. Last academic year, two of our pupils, 
Danya in Year 8 and Saskia in Year 10, were involved in the filming.

Malory Towers was written after the second world war and follows the boarding school adventures of 12-year-old Darrell Rivers. Both aspirational and inspirational, 
the show has also been given a contemporary twist telling the story of universal experiences such as shifting cliques, FOMO, bullying, crushes, peer pressure, and self-
doubt. The girls keep an eye on each other and, like a family, are forever connected by their shared experiences. It is a universal story that the BBC hopes will appeal to 
grandparents, parents and children alike.

Saskia plays Emily, the kind-hearted girl who blends into the crowd but is eager to help any of the girls when they need a hand. Danya plays Gwendoline who is spoiled, 
egotistical, shallow and lazy. Both girls have managed to juggle schoolwork with filming and we asked them to write about their experiences with the BBC...

‘MALORY TOWERS’: PUPILS STAR IN BBC’S MODERN TAKE ON ENID BLYTON CLASSIC

Danya - playing Gwendoline Mary Lacey

I am such a big fan of Enid Blyton’s books, so to be in this series was a dream come 
true. I play the character Gwendoline Mary Lacey, some of her views are from a 
bygone age, she is an anti-feminist and that is certainly the opposite to me. Gwen 
is quite a complex character and is enormous fun to play. It was wonderful being 
a part of this production, I made eight truly amazing friends over the summer and 
it was a joy to see a familiar GHS face Saskia (who plays Emily) when I arrived 
–  neither of us knew that we were in the show together until the first cast reading. 
I learnt so much and loved to see how all the elements of making a TV series came 
together.

I have many fun memories from filming, Ella (who plays Darrell Rivers) had not 
played Lacrosse before and so I was asked to be a double for these scenes. Wearing 
a wig and keeping my back to camera whilst hoping to make our Director of Sport, 
Mrs Harper, proud was a little challenging, but so much fun! 

Although the majority of the filming took place in the summer holidays there were 
a couple of weeks when I had to complete schoolwork without being at GHS, via 
remote learning! All of us lived together, learned together, had fun together, and 
even had a few midnight feasts. It was like a real Malory Towers, and I loved every 
minute.

Saskia - playing Emily

Filming ‘Malory Towers’ has unquestionably been one of the most incredible 
and inspiring experiences of my life. I had never worked on a set before, so it 
was amazing getting to see everything that went into the show; from hairstyles to 
props, every small detail had been accounted for and been in keeping with the time 
period. Unfortunately, I did not agree with my character, Emily’s favourite hobby; 
sewing. There was a scene in Episode 10 where I managed to not only sew through 
my embroidery circle, but through my uniform too (which was not as amusing for 
the wardrobe department!)

Filming did end up overlapping with school time, with Danya and I missing 
slightly under six weeks in total. However, catching up was a lot easier than I 
had anticipated. The teachers were all very supportive, providing work daily and 
the right resources to complete it. The cast received four hours a day of tutoring, 
accompanied by two great tutors, who recorded our work and assisted in Maths 
and English. I think one of the factors that made the experience so incredible was 
of course the cast; both the girls, who were my best friends, both on and off set, but 
also the adult cast. I have learnt a great deal about resilience, boldness and giving 
it your all. It had all been a dream come true and I am beyond grateful for the 
experience I had been blessed with.
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GCSE & A LEVEL ART AT GHS
It has been a phenomenal academic year for our Art Department. 
We would like to congratulate all of our Year 11 pupils on 
completing their Art GCSE in these unprecedented times. 
They have worked diligently throughout the course, producing 
some outstanding pieces of artwork that challenge a plethora of 
issues we face today. From cultural inequality to self-evaluation, 
they have shown sensitivity and artistic talent at every turn, 
impressing us with their flair and originality. We are so proud 
to have been their Art teachers for the past two years and we 
wish them every success as they begin a new chapter in their 
education. 

The Upper Sixth Art students have also been an outstanding 
year group, impressing us at every turn with their artistic talent 
and thought-provoking work. Sienna Lakin presented her 
ARTiculation presentation in the Grand Final at Clare College, 
Cambridge and Olivia Charles and Hannah McGowan both 
secured places at the prestigious University of Arts Camberwell 
to undertake their Foundation Diploma next year. They have 
been resolute in continuing their work during lockdown despite 
the huge challenges this posed for a practical subject. We are 
hugely proud of our Art students, and we wish them the very 
best of luck as they begin new and exciting chapters. 

Both our Year 11 pupils and Sixth Form students have been 
denied their end of year exhibition where we would normally 
celebrate their beautiful artwork. We will be curating an online 
exhibition in the new year in place of this, which perhaps is 
fitting for the remote and digital world we now find ourselves 
immersed into.  

Mrs Susan Kew
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ART & DESIGN: A LEVEL

Hannah McGowan: Explored elevating small and fleeting moments in everyday life through the 
power of shadows and the mundane.

Kiah MacMillan: Investigated the power of Nostalgia and how this is ever changing 
with new generations and digital media.

Olivia Charles: Considered mortality and the devastating effect 
on the environment of fast Fashion.

Sam Purkiss: Investigated the power of the subconscious in Art looking at visual 
illusions alongside the instability of today’s economy and the effect on people in 
poverty.

Sienna Lakin: Questioned the notion of Beauty and its definition in our 
world today alongside its historical evolution.

Freya Hawksley: Considered 
the power of language and 
communication across different 
languages with a particular focus 
on east and western cultures.

Molly Hawksley: Investigated the 
topical subject of Toxic Masculinity 
and the taboos that still surround 
this subject. 



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

16 17

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY AND TEXTILES AT GHS

Creativity, character and collaboration. These are three words that immediately spring to mind when thinking about our GCSE and A Level students this year. Their 
detailed analysis of the design context, technical drawing skills and ability to rise to every problem-solving challenge make them a standout year group. While we know 
the students will be disappointed to not have our annual design exhibition to showcase their work, one of the benefits of the subject is that they can still take away and 
share their products which encapsulate all of their hard work and effort throughout the course. Their resilience, commitment and passion for the subject continued 
to shine through despite the way in which the year ended. We are so proud of each and every one of them. Please use the links below to view all of the fantastic work 
produced this year. 

GCSE A Level

Mr Chris McGhee & Mrs Wendy Bengoechea

https://youtu.be/32cTxKN2A0c
https://youtu.be/EOSyLUXgLfw
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PASTORAL EVENTS

MIND, BODY AND SOUL IN ASPIRE LESSONS THIS TERM

“We will remember a time when we all got to stop and 
be present. We will remember the time our health was a 
priority and we were forced to think outside the box and 
dream up new ideas. And for once, among all the chaos, 
there was community; there was a rise in togetherness and 
streets were quiet but homes were bustling with love and 
laughter”. 
 
These are extracts from ‘The Silver Lining’ written by Leila 
Stead. They have stood as the cornerstone of ASPIRE 
lessons this term; encouraging pupils to embrace moments 
of stillness - to breathe and be present - to enjoy nature, 
family time and to consider their own wellbeing and that of 
their family and members of their community. Alongside 
looking at the wise words in Charlie Mackesy’s book, ‘The 
Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse,’ pupils in Years 7 
and 8 have been writing letters to residents of care homes 
around Guildford. One care home said, “the girls’ letters 
have been a real highlight and have brought huge amounts 
of joy”.

Girls have been inspired by the Mind, Body and Soul 
chart and have kept themselves busy by baking, drawing, 
exercising and reading. More latterly, Years 7-10 received an 
ASPIRE wellbeing booklet and journal to encourage daily 
reflection and gratitude; a skill that builds resilience and 
can often be tested in more challenging circumstances such 
as those we find ourselves in. In a conversation between the 
mole and the boy, Charlie Mackesy wrote:“Is your glass half 
empty or half full?” asked the mole. “I think I am grateful 
to have a glass” said the boy. Wise words indeed!

Mrs Amanda Whybro
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In the last few months staff, pupils and their families have come together 
to support our local community and our wider school community in 
many different ways.  
 
Whilst our Science Department packed up and donated their goggles, 
gloves and remaining hand sanitisers to the Royal Surrey County 
Hospital and other local NHS providers, Mr Chris McGhee (along with 
the help of our Caretakers & Facilities Manager) designed face shields. 
A total of 200 were produced and delivered to the Surrey NHS staff. 
Teaching staff, pupils and parents have also been sewing a plethora of 
scrubs, masks, headbands and bags for frontline NHS staff.   
 
As the physical walls of our classrooms came down, we were able to 
invite pupils from the northern academies in United Learning and local 
schools to join a full timetable of lessons. Our teachers were inspiring, 
our pupils were welcoming, and new friendships were forged.    
 
In their ASPIRE lessons, our pupils have been writing letters to the 
elderly members of our community. The letters have been a real highlight 
for those who are currently very isolated and some have struck up real 
friendships with letters regularly exchanged.   
 
One Lower Sixth student has built an educational community treasure 
called Treasure Pursuit. Aimed at primary school children and their 
families, it promotes continued interest in learning and outdoor 
exploration whilst they are not at school. 
 
At home pupils have been baking cupcakes and making flower 
arrangements for local people, sewing lavender bags for the elderly, 
delivering and cooking meals for the vulnerable and collectively running 
hundreds of miles to raise funds for the NHS. 
 
Mrs Jenni Hall

COMMUNITY ACTION AT GHS
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The Army has a saying: ‘time spent on reconnaissance is seldom or ever wasted’.  I believe this has been absolutely true for everything that has been done and achieved 
at GHS during the war against Covid-19.  

From the moment a lockdown was mentioned and seriously thought about, combat planning took place as all departments prepared for a virtual education. For the 
practical based subjects like PE, operations became increasingly ambitious in its creativity, but in true GHS style, all the staff involved quickly designed and delivered an 
outstanding education for pupils. 

Throwing itself wholeheartedly behind the Government’s effort to prioritise one hour’s worth of physical exercise per day, the PE Department brainstormed how school 
sport could continue at home, without all the normal lesson equipment and facilities. Inspired by current events, Loo Roll Challenges and self-interpretations of Joe 
Wick’s Workouts took centre stage, whilst online Zumba sessions led by a willing group of PE staff provided amusement for all involved. Virtual PE lessons extended 
pupils’ interests to a different level, engaging them in an arena of fun and relaxation. For each pupil, lesson activities took shape with individual flair and adaptation, 
catered to indoor and outdoor space available in their homes, gardens and local parks, as well as varied and imaginative use of furniture and props that replaced the usual 
athletics and games equipment. Pupils videoed and posted their work, often casting their helpful pets and siblings in starring roles!

Cricket lessons focused on bowling, batting and throwing techniques, with competitive games carried out in virtual groups (using Teams), including ‘hit sessions’, ‘snakes 
and ladders’ and ‘alphabet cricket’. Both track and field events were covered in Athletics; all events being taught by video demonstrations. Pupils then performed and 
recorded their results to contribute towards a virtual inter-house Sports Day at the end of term. Throughout the whole period, the most important message was for them 
to enjoy taking part and do their best according to their own personal circumstances.  Exercise not only changes the body, it changes the mind, attitude and mood, so 
the only bad workout was the one that did not happen!

In addition to the full programme of lessons, a flank guard of extracurricular competitions was organised online, including a 2.6k challenge (to honour the cancelled 
London Marathon) and two virtual inter-school Athletics matches; the first against Bradford Grammar School, Perins School, Priestlands School, RGS Guildford and 
Weydon School and the second against Croydon High, Putney High and Tormead. Whilst the emphasis was emphatically inclusive, encouraging every willing pupil to 
take part, GHS unsurprisingly excelled in terms of results! The competitive spirit has played a huge part in making GHS what it is today and even the curve ball of an 
enforced lockdown cannot diminish our enthusiasm and passion for sporting success!

Whilst writing this, we are in a hangfire amidst an unsettled future of unanswered questions about how, if and when normal schooling can or will return. I am sure we 
will reflect on a revolution that has given rise to many positive outcomes.  Whilst battling to provide a continuous and valuable education in every area of academic, 
pastoral and physical learning, the school can feel exceptionally proud of the way it has victoriously infiltrated and broken its line of resistance.

Mrs Louise Stone

SPORT STAYS STRONG DURING LOCKDOWN



24

 
KEY DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-21 AND 2021-22

MICHAELMAS TERM 2020

Term Starts:    Thursday 3 September
October Half Term:   Monday 19 October - Friday 30 October
Term Ends:    Tuesday 15 December
    (School finishes at 12:00)
Planning Day:  Tuesday 1 September
INSET Day:   Wednesday 2 September

LENT TERM 2021

Term Starts:   Monday 4 January  
February Half Term:  Monday 15 February - Friday 19 February
Term Ends:    Friday 26 March
Entrance Examinations:  Friday 8 January 
    (No school for pupils in Years 7-11)

TRINITY TERM 2021

Term Starts:    Monday 19 April 
May Half Term:   Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June 
Term Ends:    Thursday 8 July
    (School finishes at 12:00)
Bank Holiday:  Monday 3 May
INSET Day:   Friday 28 May

MICHAELMAS TERM 2021

Term Starts:    Thursday 2 September
October Half Term:   Monday 18 October - Friday 29 October
Term Ends:    Tuesday 14 December
    (School finishes at 12:00)
INSET Day:   Wednesday 1 September

LENT TERM 2022

Term Starts:   Wednesday 5 January  
February Half Term:  Monday 14 February - Friday 18 February
Term Ends:    Friday 25 March
Entrance Examinations:  Friday 7 January
    (No school for pupils in Years 7-11)

TRINITY TERM 2022

Term Starts:    Tuesday 19 April
May Half Term:   Monday 30 May - Friday 3 June
Term Ends:    Friday 8 July
    (School finishes at 12:00)
Bank Holiday:  Monday 2 May
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